Omak Public Library Board Meeting
AGENDA
Meeting Date: March 14 1:30pm via Zoom
Minutes read and approved
Old business from minutes
~ The display for Black History Month includes newly published books from African American authors.  There is also a display for the Lunar New Year focusing on Asian cultures.
~ The board welcomed Meyer Louie, a City Council Member who will be attending the board meetings on behalf of the city.
~ Internet at the library was out for several days but is now fixed.
~ Alyssa and Calvin created a Manga/Anime display featured in the glass case with cute figures.
~ The library is still waiting for the new security cameras and remodel.  Library staff have been keeping close attention to what library patron's needs and desires are in regards to the new remodel. 
~ Computer usage has increased due to Tax Season so patrons are being reminded that computers may be used only once a day for one hour. AARP forms are available with information on how to set up an appointment at the Senior Center for help with taxes. Tax booklets and forms are also available in limited supply and Spanish booklets are hopefully coming soon.
~ Alyssa has been meeting with Grand Coulee Librarian, Catherine Matthews, to discuss how to make library services better for the Colville Tribe including what services are needed and to find out where services are lacking.
~ NEED TO CORRECT: NCW is in the process of reorganizing it's Friends of the Library groups to comply with the American Library Association requirements. Friends groups are now required to have a 501-C3 nonprofit status. Our Pioneer Club/Friends of the Library Group decided not to do this due to the paperwork, etc involved in this venture. Okanogan and Omak libraries would like to form a combined Friends of the Library Group to serve both libraries. A Thank You will be sent to the Pioneer Club/Friends Group for their decades of service to the Omak Library. WILL BE CORRECTED IN THIS MEETING PER BETSY RAINSFORD REQUEST OF LIBRARY STAFF.
~Betty noted the sidewalk was icy outside the Pioneer Room due to melting off the roof. Alyssa has been putting deicer on it and will continue to put out more as needed.
~ Jo asked if there had been any misuse of the new book drop box, i.e. anyone putting trash in it. Alyssa said so far so good and it is being used appropriately.
Bills presented for approval for payment
· City of Omak- water, sewer- $150.64
· PUD- power- $2,119.79
· This month’s bill $971.93
· Last month’s bill plus late fee $1,147.86
· U.S. Linen and Uniform- mat cleaning- $27.34
New business
· While the Pioneer Club has been a driving force in establishing the Omak Library and supporting it over the years, as NCW Libraries has been reviewing financial practices and creating policies and procedures, we have had to make some asks of these local groups. It was decided by NCW Libraries that because the Pioneer Club was not acting solely as a Friends group, they would not in their current form be the Friends of the Library. The Omak Library Foundation which has established guidelines more in accordance with financial requirements of the state will continue to support the library. Donna Sanford, a longtime member of both groups, will continue their legacy.
· The City has updated our contract with U.S. Linen and Uniform to be bi-monthly instead of weekly since our janitor does a great job of keeping the carpets clean so to save a little money we are changing services. 
· The mask mandate dropped Saturday March 12th, which means we are no longer requiring masks but strongly encourage it of people. Staff will be able to decide for themselves if they wish to keep wearing a mask or not. 
· We had an incident of vandalism at the library. There has been a rise of this sort of thing in this area. We are being vigilant of this and working with the police when it happens. 
· On April 6th from 3-5pm the Omak Library will host a Rock Painting Program outside of the library. Throughout the week of Spring Break each branch under Melissa Little will have an activity on a day for patrons and the community to attend.  
Actions Taken
Next Meeting: April 11, 2022 at 1:30pm via Zoom
