Omak Public Library Board Meeting  

Conducted remotely via Zoom

December 14, 2020

Members present: Lorraine Derig, Loretta Houston, Jo Stalder, Cynthia Tollefson, Betsy Rainsford and Librarians Alyssa Collins and Yvette Farmer. 

Minutes from November: the board forgot to read the minutes from November so we will read them in January for approval.
Bills presented and approved for payment:

· City of Omak- water, sewer, storm, garbage: $580.97
· PUD- power, lights, heat: $576.80

· Oxark- replace 3 fire extinguishers: $255.82

· Weinstein Beverage Co.- soap and toilet tissue: $118.36

· U.S. Linen and Uniform- Entry Mats cleaned:  $27.24

· Mid Valley Pest Control- Box elder bug infestation interior and exterior: $650.40

Old Business:

~ There was a $20 overage in the water bill from October to November due to a broken water line under the library building. Yvette had heard water dripping in the Pioneer Room which the City investigated and found a puddle outside. The problem was repaired on November 11 and has worked well so far. Yvette reported that the leak had happened for 11 days. Cynthia noted the large increase in this month's water bill. (Secretary's note: The water bill for October is $39.07.The water bill for November is $57.53.Then in December it jumps to $430.28.I believe that translates to almost 600 cubic feet of water which is the equivalent of 75 50gallon barrels of water leaking under the library building. Should this be explored further by the city to make sure there was no additional damage done to the foundation, etc?) 

~ Hours the library is open may be reduced to just curbside service due to the Covid outbreak in our area. Patrons who wish to use the copy machine can make an appointment to come in.

~Marcus Webster, our former security guard has found new employment in town. We will always be grateful for his friendly, professional service as our security guard. Betsy will send a thank you card on behalf of the staff and board.

~The Box Elder Bugs had to be attended to twice. After a wash down and exterior building spray at $433.60 along with interior foggers and a slow release mister in the Pioneer Room ceiling at $216.80, the problem should be fixed.

New Business:

~ The leaves were piling up in front and at the park side of the library and with the rain and ice, sidewalks were becoming a safety concern. So Sharon raked the front and Alyssa raked the back and put the leaves in the park for later pick up from the city when they have the time. Thank you Sharon and Alyssa!

~The door light at the park side of the Pioneer Room has been malfunctioning by going out or dimming occasionally. The city came but the light was working when they checked it. It is the door that the librarians use to go to their cars after work in the dark, so it is important that the light work correctly for their safety. 

~Sharon bought a space heater for the break room as it was very cold. That improved the situation a lot. A request will be sent to the Pioneer Club to reimburse Sharon for the cost of the heater.

~There was a possibility that the Book Mobile storage and office would be moved to Lifeline Ambulance Building but there were some misunderstandings regarding the amount of space and heating. So the Book Mobile storage and office will remain in the Omak branch for the time being.

~Yvette is assembling the craft kit bags weekly for children, teens and adults and they are very popular. 75 kits were put out for children and all were taken quickly. She has been posting on FB with photos and descriptions of the bags. Nice job Yvette!

~Alyssa Collins, our new branch manager for the Omak Library was introduced and she gave us some information about herself including that she has a Masters in Library Science and has worked for 3 years as a librarian and volunteered and interned for 7 years before that. We are lucky to have her!

~ We are so glad to have our 2 new board members, Loretta Houston and Jo Stalder. Thank you both for joining the board!

Next meeting will be January 11, 2021 conducted via Zoom.

Respectfully submitted, Betsy Rainsford

