March 10, 2009

OMAK PARK BOARD

MEETING MINUTES

________________________________________________________________________

Call To Order


Chairman Holden called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Commissioners & Staff Present

Billie Holden, Chair


Kurt Danison, Contract Planner
Nattalie Cariker


Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk

David Kirk



Cindy Gagné, Mayor
Orlando Gonzales


Steve Hardy
Sarah Grooms-absent


Students from Wenatchee Valley College
Norine McCraigie





Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Cariker moved, seconded by Commissioner Kirk, to approve the February 10, 2009 minutes as written.  Motion carried.


Horseshoes & Signage in Eastside Park

Steve Hardy of Hardy’s Signs & Artwork brought back cost estimates to repair the dilapidated Stampede Horseshoe Signs and Omak Pass sign located in Eastside Park (attached).  He explained about a product he uses called, Restoring Clear.  This product will restore the luster of the paint that has been oxidized by the sun.  He said the signs would be restored on site but anticipates a lot of labor on an extension ladder.  Commissioner Kirk asked if it would be easier to take down the signs and then restore them.  Mr. Hardy said taking them down and transporting them would be equivalent to the onsite repair and may require additional people because the signs are so large.  Mr. Hardy didn’t include costs to reinstall the damaged horseshoes that were taken down.  He also said the lettering on the horseshoes had been done by hand.  The hand lettering will require some touch up.  The structures are good but, the laminated edges are coming apart on the horseshoe signs.  Commissioner Holden asked the board where the money would come from for the repairs.  Commissioner Cariker suggested a fundraiser during Stampede.  Mr. Danison suggested getting a sponsor for each sign.  Mr. Hardy said he assumed the pictorial work was done with oil base paints.  If the paint is acrylic, the restoring clear product may not work. It was also mentioned some horseshoe signs are being stored at the Omak High School and those should be moved.  

Curb at Civic League Park 
Commissioner Cariker has not been able to connect with Chris Branch about the rubber product for curbing.  She spoke with his wife, Denise.  Denise said a majority of the rubber product was in Oregon and maybe a family member could transport some when they visit.  Nattalie said she is still trying to speak with Chris directly about costs.  She still has the quotes for the molded plastic curbing.  Including shipping and handling it would be $1,300.00.  She asked the Park Board about pricing the additional curbing for Julia Maley Park.  The board suggested she do so.  Chairman Holden asked about funding for the curbing.  Mayor Gagné was unsure if the 2009 Park Budget included money for this project.      
Eastside Park Master Plan Update

Kurt Danison reviewed the master plan for members and guest who were not at the February 10th meeting.  Mr. Danison provided the board with three conceptual drawings (attached).  Concept A is a grass covered area that can be used for softball and soccer fields.  There is no permanent parking stalls but will allow parking when needed.  Concept B is the same grassy area with ball fields but has permanent ADA parking stalls.  Concept C depicts more permanent parking and the reduction of play space.  Commissioner Cariker said that Concept A has more playing fields and all the space can be used.      

The board discussed the option of relocating the Veterans Memorial near the Visitors Center.  They felt all the groups involved in the original construction should be contacted prior to relocating the memorial.  When creating the baseball quadraplex, Commissioner Kirk would like to see a Varsity size field.  Currently the High School shuttles kids from Omak to the Quadraplex in Okanogan.  Having another varsity field would make it possible for Omak to host District Baseball Tournaments.  Mr. Kirk said the Omak High School hosted the District Basketball Tournaments in February and it created a lot of business for our local restaurants.  Norine spoke with Pete Palmer about the possibility of a dance arena.  Pete talked with the Culture Board and they are not looking at building for at least 5 years.  Kurt will draft another drawing that includes the changes and bring that to the Park Board meeting in April.  He asked the board to think about how a new Central Street bridge will affect the park layout.  
Other Business
Wenatchee Valley College students Phil Archer and Denise told the Park Board about a school project they have been working on.  Denise said the project includes planting trees.  Trees absorb carbon dioxide and release oxygen into the air for us to breathe.  The Tribal Greenhouse donated twelve trees and they are looking for a place to plant them.  The project will work into the college celebration “Green Fest.”  They will have groups available to plant the trees if a location is available.  Connie said she would contact the Tree Board and give them Phil’s phone number.  

  Kurt updated the Park Board on the arena project.  Currently, all work has been stopped on the north side until tribal archaeologist look at a fire ring and shells that were found.  The process is working like it should and they hope to resume construction shortly.  
Cindy asked if the board was going to tour the parks when the weather warms up.  She noticed some problems with the chain link fencing around the baseball field and the sheeting on the metal roofing is lifting up.  To prevent injuries, these should be repaired.  She wasn’t sure if this would be the High School’s responsibility or the City.  Commissioner Kirk said the baseball group is doing a clean up and he would pass the information along.  Commissioner Kirk also mentioned the school purchased $12,000 worth of conditioning for the baseball fields.  
The Park Board will tour in May.  Kurt suggested the board take the 2006 Comprehensive Park & Recreation Plan and review the needs and demands to see if they are still there.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

SIGNED:

___________________________________



Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk

