April 13, 2010
Omak Park Board

Meeting Minutes

Commissioners & Staff Present

Billie Holden, Chair                                               Lottie Atkins

Sarah Grooms, Park Board Commissioner 
       Jim Miller, Public Works Director

Orlando Gonzalez, Park Board Commissioner     Dino DeCesari, City Council

Connie Reid                                                           John Sackman, City Council

Dave Howe                                                            Leanne Leifer, City Council

Sue Romig                 
                                           Todd McDaniel, Asst. Public Works 
Sheila Corson, Omak Chronicle                            Lew Goebel, City Council
David Hansen                                                        Ralph Malone, City Administrator
Vern Hasse                                                            Nattalie Cariker, City Council

Approval of Minutes

There wasn’t a quorum at the beginning of the meeting and the minutes were not approved.  The minutes from the 3-9-10 meeting will need to be placed on the agenda for the May Park Board meeting.

Dog Park

Councilman Goebel spoke about the Dog Park:

The original location for the dog park runs parallel to Hwy 97 next to the soccer fields.   He would ask that the dog park be placed next to the Memorial Park area and be allowed to take part of the grass in that area to be fenced in as the dog park.  The area would allow for one walk through gate and one drive through gate.   This would eliminate the problem of planting grass, there is already existing water, it would work well with the picnic area, it doesn’t conflict with the snow placement, as well as parking during Stampede, and it would be closed three weeks prior to Stampede which would allow people to camp in the area.

Councilmember Leifer stated that she did not feel camping in that area is something she would consider doing.   She suggested that Tribal Council may have some input on the idea.
Lottie Atkins reiterated the same feeling and said she would let Tribal Council know what the proposal is.

Councilmember Leifer asked how much area of Memorial Park was being considered for the Dog Park.

Councilman Goebel said 40-60 feet.   He feels that the dog park would be an improvement to what the area is being used for at this point, at least it will be clean.
Vern Haase stated that the RV Park patrons would use the Dog Park.

Councilman Sackman brought up the proposed perimeter road which was considered for the Stampede Park.

Ralph Malone said the perimeter road was an alternative to allow more roads to be incorporated into the other park roads.

Councilmember Leifer asked why the original spot wouldn’t work.

Councilman Goebel feels that cost and water made the Memorial Park area more feasible.

Todd McDaniel said the water used to water the soccer field was designed to water the soccer field and he isn’t sure it would cover the dog park area.

Councilman Sackman thinks the dog park is a great idea but would like to know who will maintain it when Councilman Goebel is no longer on Council.

Councilman Goebel says he will stay involved with the dog park until he can’t do it anymore even if he is no longer on council.  The dog park is part of the long-term park plan.

Councilman DeCesari stated that ultimately the City will be responsible for maintaining the area.  

Jim Miller feels that a sign stating “Pick up after Yourself” would work and keep the dog park clean.

Councilman Goebel suggested adding an area to volunteer for dog park duty on the pet licensing form.  He also said he and Councilmember Cariker sent the letter to Home Depot asking for building materials and they are waiting on a response.
Councilman Sackman feels that in order to make a decision they need to go and visit the proposed areas.   They are planning to visit the areas this Friday the 12th.
Councilman Goebel said he would like the Park Board’s recommendation.

Discuss Operations of Park Concession Stands

Ralph Malone explained that Sue Romig had attended the last City Council meeting and asked that the Council allow her to continue running the baseball concessions to benefit youth baseball.   She was told that she needed to attend the Park Board meeting to ask them for a recommendation.
Sue stated that she has been running the Ross McCormack concessions for the past several years with the proceeds going to Youth Baseball.   Dave Howe is now asking for use of the concessions during High School games with the proceeds to be used for maintenance on the field.   Sue doesn’t feel like it is fair that she has to share the concessions because she has put a lot of money into supplies and equipment to benefit youth baseball.

Connie Reid shared that 20 years ago she and her family spent hundreds of hours building the concessions and putting equipment in it; she knows that she has no ownership in the building.   The concessions were built with the understanding that all organizations would be able to use it.    
Sue feels she should not have to move all of her supplies each time she wants to use the stand.   She offered Dave 10% of sales.   

Dave declined for the 2010 season but wants to use the concessions for all High Schools games in 2011.   He said that what the main problem is that the keys to open the concessions are not held by the city and the power panels that run the outlets in the announcers stand are locked up in the concessions.   They had to run extension cords to power the announcers stand at the last game.   Jim Miller stated that he is working on a standardized lock system and the employees that need access to specific areas will have the required keys.   

Sue stated that when she started running the concession stand it was because nobody else was doing it and they were never open.

Dave agreed but he is not like previous coaches and he does want to run the concessions.

Ralph cited Park Rule 13.04.180:

No person or vendor shall solicit, sell or peddle any goods, wares, merchandise, liquids or edibles for human consumption, or distribute or post any handbills or circulars or use any loudspeakers or other amplifying device in any city park areas: provided, that nothing contained in this section shall prohibit the city council by resolution from establishing a procedure and rules and regulations permitting sale of goods, wares or merchandise upon first obtaining a permit from the city and the sale of such goods to be consistent with the general intent and use of the parks and park facilities.   Groups applying for use permit may request special permission from the council to have a blanket vendor’s permit for their event and council may grant permission in advance for a one-time vendor permit for the entire event. (Ord.1580. 18, 2006).
Ralph explained that basically the city council could adopt a permitting process to allow it.  Discussion followed and the recommendation was to re-establish the Park Use permitting process to include the use of concession facilities.  This process would also ensure that all parties have their insurance in place.   The Park Board will make a recommendation to City Council at the May meeting.
Other Business

Jim Miller announce the City has hired an engineering firm to build an engineering overlay of the park to ensure proper grade in the park so all of the drainage runs to the proper drain spots.   In the future buildings will be built at the right grade to meet the park requirements.   Any person wishing to build in the park will have to meet with the City to get permission and understand the right grades.
Park Board will meet on May 11th @ 7:00 pm.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.

