February 10, 2009

OMAK PARK BOARD

MEETING MINUTES

________________________________________________________________________

Call To Order


Chairman Holden called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Commissioners & Staff Present

Billie Holden, Chair


Kurt Danison, Contract Planner
Nattalie Cariker


Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk

David Kirk-absent


Steve Hardy

Orlando Gonzales-absent

Students from Wenatchee Valley College

Sarah Grooms

Norine McCraigie





Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Grooms moved, seconded by Commissioner McCraigie, to approve the January 13, 2009 minutes as written.  Motion carried.


Horseshoes & Signage in Eastside Park

Commissioner Grooms asked Steve Hardy from Hardy’s Signs & Artwork to attend the meeting and provide input on new signage and what it would take to repair the existing horseshoe signs located on the dike.  Commissioner Grooms feels a sign directing visitors to downtown Omak should be constructed.  She would like to see the sign close to the bridge and visible.  She said that Mary Henrie was a promoter of this project and Commissioner Grooms would like to ensure this project moves forward.  Mr. Hardy suggested a new sign could be installed under the existing “Cowboys Glory” sign to eliminate a clutter of signs.  

The dike has ten horseshoe signs that recognize cowboys from years past.  Three of those horseshoes have been taken down for repair.  The horseshoes were taken to the Omak High School Art Club for repair.  After seeing the horseshoes, Art Teacher Ken Vanderstoep felt this project would take more time than the Art Club could commit.  Mr. Hardy agreed this was a big project.  He would recommend the horseshoes be repainted while standing and he noticed that some of the text needs to be redone.  Commissioner Grooms spoke with Public Works Director Sheldon regarding the replacement cost.  Mr. Sheldon didn’t feel the City should be obligated to maintain the signs.  Chairperson Holden suggested the board gather all the facts and costs for this project and present them at the March meeting.  Sarah will make some contacts and find out what group put up the horseshoes.  Steve will contact Gary Headlee and calculate the costs to pursue the projects.  If we get individual cost to repair the signs, Commissioner McCraigie suggested we look at sponsors.  

Eastside Park Master Plan Update

Kurt Danison said the Mayor and Council included in the 2009 budget an update to the Eastside Park Master Plan.  Mr. Danison reviewed a section of the Omak Comprehensive Park & Recreation Plan pertaining to the Eastside Park.  He stated the Park has been the subject of a lot of planning over the years.  He presented an aerial photo of the current park layout pointing out areas that were undeveloped.  Two years ago, the City of Omak applied for an IAC grant to convert an undeveloped area into a multi purpose playfield.  The proposal included a hardened surface so cars could be park on the field.  The project was not chosen for funding.  

The 1997 Master Plan talks about priority projects.  Some of the projects include a Park and Recreation Director.  Kurt mentioned that twenty years ago, the City had a Park and Recreation Director.  The position was funded by the City, Colville Tribe and the Omak School District.  Due to funding, the position was eliminated.  The Master Plan also included the development of a Sports Field Quadplex, relocation of Soccer Fields, develop a Skate park and construction of a Dance Arena.  Some of these priorities have already been accomplished.   

The Park Board will need to update the Master Plan to pursue grant funding in the spring.  Restroom Facilities and the concourse would be eligible for grant money.  The restrooms would have to be accessible to all the park users to qualify for grant funds.  Kurt shared some possible changes to the plan.  Because the City received IAC grant funding for the skate park, the City is committed to have one.  Kurt suggested the skate park be moved near the basketball courts and possibly designed in ground with cement.  Moving the skate park would provide more space to design a multi play area.  He talked about freeing up the old soccer field to eventually build a permanent structure for Encampment.  He said the new bridge may affect the park if built at the same location.  A straight bridge would cut into the carnival area and the big toy by the pool would be removed so the road could flow into Omak Avenue.  A curved bridge would have less impact but it would be a higher cost.  The Park Board should keep this in mind when designing the Master Plan.  Maybe a pedestrian bridge could be installed to downtown.  He mentioned the Veterans Memorial could be moved near the Visitor’s Information Center.  This would also open more area and put the Veterans Memorial front and Center.  


Kurt will plot an 18x24 site plan for the Commissioners to draw on.  This will allow each Commissioner the opportunity to display what they think the new Master Plan should look like.       

The grant applications must be submitted by May 2009.  He projects the Park Board will hold a public hearing in May with the plan being recommended to City Council for adoption in June.        

Other Business:

Chairman Holden asked Commissioner Cariker about the cement blocks that Cathy McDonald proposed to the Park Board last year.  It was her understanding that Council requested a cost, and Mrs. McDonald has never responded.  

Commissioner Cariker is still researching cost affective ways to put curbs in the alley of Civic League Park.  The costs of the products are less than the shipping charges.  Kurt suggested she contact Chris Branch.  Apparently Chris has a lot of hard rubber from a military surplus sale.  This may work as movable curbing.  The City could possibly use the product at the Julia Maley Park.  Connie will get Nattalie a contact phone number for Chris.     
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

SIGNED:

___________________________________



Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk
