July 14, 2009

OMAK PARK BOARD

Public Workshop
________________________________________________________________________

Commissioners & Staff Present

Billie Holden, Chair-absent

Kurt Danison, Contract Planner
Nattalie Cariker-absent

Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk

David Kirk



Lew Goebel, Councilmember
Orlando Gonzalez



Sarah Grooms









 Norine McCraigie-absent



Citizens








Dee Camp



Doug Camp
Mary Henrie



Sheila Corson, Omak Chronicle
Ben Rough



Lottie Atkins, Encampment Committee
Eastside Park Public Workshop

Contract Planner Kurt Danison welcomed everyone to the informal workshop and introductions were made.  The Park Board began updating the Eastside Park Master Plan last fall because the current plan is not consistent with the new desires.  With the outdated park plan, the City is unable to pursue grant money.  City Council included money in the 2009 budget to update the plan in order to pursue future grant funding.  

The Park Board took ideas from the 1997 and the 2004 Park Plan to create the proposed master plan.  Mr. Danison displayed the plan and pointed out the proposed projects.  He noted the parking lot was a major component and the Central Redevelopment Area that includes the parking would be located in the undeveloped dust area in the park.  Developing this area would create parking and ball field space.  Having the ball field in this area would give the Colville Tribe space to construct a permanent structure in the encampment area.  It would also provide opportunity for ball teams to host tournaments.  Other proposed changes are new restroom facilities, relocation of the Buell Stevens Veterans Memorial and an Events Concourse.  The Events Concourse includes a rodeo history trail, founders square and encampment trail.  Omak Rodeo and Native American Center has been promoting the sale of plaques, bricks, interpretive signage and more to enhance the concourse.  A volleyball court would be located near the tennis courts and a dog park located west of Highway 97 that would be a fenced in to let dogs run.  The area that is used for contestant parking during events would be landscaped with trees and water.  The Park Board is aware that the Encampment would really like shower facilities and they want to include those in some way if they can whether they are a portable or permanent facility.  Mary Henrie said that a lot of these projects can be done by volunteer groups.  The City of Omak is very fortunate to have volunteer organizations that help maintain and contribute to the growth of Eastside Park.  The total estimated cost for the proposed park projects as of 2009 are 2.8 million to 4 million dollars.  Mr. Danison quickly pointed out that this is a twenty to thirty year plan.  The Master Plan is a guide for both the City and volunteer organizations to know exactly what projects are desired by the community and where they can be constructed.  

With the new arena facility more events are anticipated and we need to have parking available for the arena users.  The Central Redevelopment Area would create more parking and additional ball field space.  

Mr. Danison asked the attendees to prioritize the park projects.  Since the Central Redevelopment Area includes several projects, they were also asked to prioritize those projects separately.  Commissioner Kirk based his decision on how long it would take the City to raise the money for the larger projects.  He would like to see the smaller projects done by volunteers and feels this will make an impact on the park.  

The results were as follows:

Eastside Park Projects

1. Central Area Redevelopment

2. Arena Park Restroom

3. Events Concourse

4. New Restroom located between Bowden Field and Tennis Courts

5. Relocate Vet Memorial TIED WITH Volleyball Court

6. Dog Park

7. Parking Area #2

8. Parking Area #1

Central Redevelopment Area
1. Replace Existing Restrooms

2. Relocate Skate Park

3. Relocate RV Dump

4. Upgrade Existing Irrigation System and Design

5. Removal of Existing Roads and site grading and filling

6. Parking Lot #2

Mary Henrie said there was a “Peace Tree” planted near the Buell Stevens Veterans Memorial many years ago and she hopes it will stay.  She would like to see a sign near the tree.  This is an evergreen tree that was planted by the Colville Tribe and Community Members.  Water was taken from the river to water the tree.  Loretta Lay spearheaded the project.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

SIGNED:

___________________________________



Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk

The results were as follows:

Eastside Park Projects

9. Central Area Redevelopment

10. Arena Park Restroom

11. Events Concourse

12. New Restroom located between Bowden Field and Tennis Courts

13. Relocate Vet Memorial TIED WITH Volleyball Court

14. Dog Park

15. Parking Area #2

16. Parking Area #1

Central Redevelopment Area
7. Replace Existing Restrooms

8. Relocate Skate Park

9. Relocate RV Dump

10. Upgrade Existing Irrigation System and Design

11. Removal of Existing Roads and site grading and filling

12. Parking Lot #2

