May 12, 2009

OMAK PARK BOARD

MEETING MINUTES

________________________________________________________________________

Call To Order


Chairman Holden called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Commissioners & Staff Present

Billie Holden, Chair


Kurt Danison, Contract Planner
Nattalie Cariker


Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk

David Kirk



Chad Short, Assistant Public Works Director

Orlando Gonzalez








   Sarah Grooms





Norine McCraigie-absent





Eastside Park Tour


The Omak Park Board toured the Eastside Park.  While touring they referred to a conceptual drawing that detailed future plans discussed by the Commissioners during the March and April Park Board Meetings.  They viewed and discussed the Central Area Redevelopment.  This project consists of relocating the Skate Park, Restrooms, roads and the lift station to enable development of multi-purpose playing fields.  The fields will be hardened to permit parking during events, paved walkways, landscaping and irrigation.    
They viewed the current site of the Veterans Memorial and discussed possible relocation.  After the flag pole and panels are removed, the existing cement slab could be used for a picnic shelter.  Chad Short, Assistant Public Works Director would like to contact the Master Gardner’s to see if they would be interested in pruning the mature landscape around the Veteran’s Memorial.  

The existing restroom facility near the McCormick Field will be removed so the Central Area can be developed.  The Board discussed relocating the restroom south of McCormick Field or near the Tennis Courts to ensure they remain centrally located.  
Eastside Park Master Plan Update

Mr. Danison said the Concourse and the Central Area Green Space are two large projects.  The Commissioners discussed the priorities and realized the projects would have to be done in phases.  In order to construct the central area green space, money would have to be available to relocate the Skate Park and lift station.  Before the restroom is removed a new one should be in place.  
If restrooms are built near the arena facility they could possibly serve the park and arena.  The restrooms could be constructed to have a locking entrance that is accessed from inside the arena and an entrance that can be accessed by park users.  If the restrooms were accessible by park users, grant money could be obtained.

They discussed funding from community groups to move the Veterans Memorial and relocate the Skate Park.  The Commissioners felt the relocation of the Veterans Memorial was not as pertinent as the playfields.
Commissioner Grooms asked about funding for the projects.  Mr. Danison said the City could apply for an RCO Grant with a 50% match and there are foundations that donate money.  The Commissioner’s asked several questions pertaining to City finances and how the Central Area Redevelopment could be constructed.  They questioned if the City could construct the project through a levy, bond or LID.  Would money be available for a RCO match?  Mr. Danison suggested the board invite City Administrator Malone and the Council Park Committee to the June 9th meeting.  Before the June meeting, Mr. Danison will break the Central Area Redevelopment project into phases.  He will also work on refined cost estimates.
Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Grooms moved, seconded by Commissioner Holden, to approve the April 14, 2009 minutes as written.  Motion carried.


Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

SIGNED:

___________________________________



Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk

