February 3, 2010

OMAK PLANNING COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES

________________________________________________________________________

Call To Order


Chairman Sandefur called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Chairman Sandefur would like to implement roll call so there is a record of quorum in the minutes.

Commissioners & Staff Present

Bob Sandefur, Chair


Kurt Danison, Contract Planner
Anne Potter



Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk
Barry Hansen



Craig Raymond, Building Official


Frank Anderson


Jim Miller, Public Works Director
Jane Lynch











Corina Radford

Fred Sheldon – absent

Approval of Minutes

Chairman Sandefur asked the Commission if they approved the January 6, 2010 as they were written. All were in favor, Motion carried. 

Chairman Correspondence


Chairman Sandefur thanked Commissioner Potter for chairing the meetings in 2009. He felt she did a wonderful job. He introduced the new Planning Commissioner, Corina Radford.

Outdoor Lighting Ordinance

Commissioner Sandefur said he and Commissioner Anderson reviewed the current lighting ordinance and they both spoke with Mr. Raymond about the ordinance. Chairman Sandefur asked for a motion to table the lighting ordinance indefinitely. Commissioner Lynch asked to hear the report before making a motion. Mr. Raymond said the current lighting ordinance does not refer to residential property only commercial. He was concerned about over regulating. In his opinion there have not been enough complaints to address a residential lighting ordinance at this time.  Commissioner Anderson moved, seconded by Commissioner Hansen to table the residential lighting ordinance indefinitely. Motion carried.

Sewer Line Power Point Presentation


Jim Miller, Public Works Director for the City of Omak showed the Commissioners and audience a power point presentation about the current state of the city sewer lines. His presentation began with a sewer line break that happened on Dewberry Street in November of last year. He spoke about the process his department went through to make repairs and accommodate citizens that were affected.  He gave his entire crew accolades.
Mr. Miller introduced Morie Block, PE and Dave Ellis, PE from Gray & Osborne. They have just been hired by the City to provide engineering services.  

He went on to say that ninety eight to ninety nine percent of the sewer pipe within the City limits is past its life cycle which is fifty to sixty years. The condition of the lines may vary but overall the entire system must be replaced to solve the problem rather than chase future problems. Along with replacing the existing sewer lines, Mr. Miller would like to see the City take over the side sewers. Having all the side sewers replaced would help ensure that the city can pass the infiltration/exfiltration requirements soon to be imposed on all municipalities; proving that each city is not dumping effluent into local aquifers.  The City is required to report the amount of effluent to the Department of Ecology. City Administrator Ralph Malone who was in attendance said the home owner’s side sewers are sixty to seventy years old and they will eventually fail. This project will give the home owner’s an opportunity for preventive maintenance on their sewer line at a reduced cost.  Commissioner Anderson asked how the side sewers would be funded. Mr. Miller said this is part of the plan and the challenge. Mr. Block from Gray & Osborne said that funding options could be available through a State Block Development Program or a LID (Local Improvement District). 

Mr. Miller discussed the options for sewer line replacement. Which are “cut and cover” and “Trenchless Technology”.  The open cut process would require digging a trench into the City street or alley that would be large enough to access and replace the sewer main. The better alternative would be Trenchless Technology which is less evasive to the surrounding environment.  A hydraulic machine would be set up at strategically placed access holes and pipe would be pushed and pulled through the existing line. Mr. Ellis said it would take two hours to run three hundred feet of ten inch pipe using the Trenchless Technology.  
Commissioner Radford asked about a future Storm Drain Replacement. Mr. Miller said the City has implemented an increase in storm drain fees that will help fund the first project. The City is anticipating an upgrade to this system. Mr. Miller stated that there are not enough funds in the Storm Drainage Fund to complete any projects in the next two years at a minimum, due to the delay in raising the rates to fund future needs.  Trenchless technology means that the streets will not be torn up as much as using “cut and cover”.  Because of this, staging simultaneous storm drain projects along with the sewer projects to save digging up the streets twice will not be a large issue.  If funds were available for the storm drain system, parallel projects would be better, but currently this is not feasible nor a driving design factor.          

Mr. Miller’s target date for the complete sewer system upgrade is spring of 2011. This would be fast tracking the project. Typically it takes one year to plan, one year to find funding options and two years to execute the project. He has the presentation available on CD’s upon request.  Community outreach is very important.  As such, Mr. Miller, in cooperation with Gray & Osborne, will provide periodic updates to the Mayor, Council, and community at large, either personally upon request, or through various media channels.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
SIGNED:

___________________________________

______________________________

Bob Sandefur, Chairman



Connie Thomas, Secretary
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