



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                   July 6, 2010


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Michael Foth


Craig Raymond, Building Official

Steve Clark 


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Lew Goebel

       
James Miller, Public Works Director

Nattalie Cariker


Ralph Malone, City Administrator

Leanne Leifer


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
John Sackman



Dino DeCesari






 


CITIZEN COMMENTS:


Mayor Gagne asked if anyone in the audience would like to address Council.  Robert Tyler responded and Mayor Gagne assured him she would call on him later in the meeting.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the June 21, 2010 meeting; claims checks numbered 1404-1467, void #1425, in the amount of $151,321.75; and June 2010 payroll checks, numbered 1286, 1287, 1341-1403, in the amount of $251,796.12. As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
CORRESPONDENCE AND MAYOR’S REPORT:


Mayor Gagne thanked Council for allowing her the travel budget to attend the AWC Annual Conference in Vancouver, WA.  She read a letter from a citizen asking that the City spray for mosquitoes at once, and the person suggested the City budget for spraying twice in the next budget.  Member Sackman noted the error in the Omak Chronicle article stating the cost to Omak for spraying is $18,000, when in reality Omak’s cost is just under $11,000.
NEW BUSINESS: 

Resolution 43-2010 – Public Works Contract for Sewer Treatment Plant Roof Repair

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 43-2010.  Public Works Director Miller told Council the soffits on the roof at the Sewer Plant have been damaged by nesting birds.  This will repair the damage and close them up to prevent further nesting.  Council discussed why only one of the four contractors contacted responded with a bid, why there was not enough interest from local contractors and whether we should make a second request for interest.  Mr. Miller stated this type of project fits into the Small Works Roster process in which contractors list their particular specialties. Although he considered advertising for bids, that defeats the purpose of completing these smaller projects in a timely manner. As there was no further discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
            
Resolution 44-2010 – NC WA Narcotics Task Force Agreement for 2010-2011

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 44-2010.  Police Chief Schreckengast explained that the Task Force Board had initially increased the participation fees from $4,200 in 2009, to $6,300 in 2010.  The Board has reconsidered because of an increase in financial support and Federal funding. They reduced the 2010 fee to $4,200, which is reflected in the new contract. After some discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Discussion Regarding Residential Code for Fire Sprinkler Requirements

Building Official Raymond noted a packet Council had received from Fire Chief Bowling.  Chief Bowling was unable to attend the meeting because of a fire call.  Mr. Raymond explained that the International Residential Code (IRC) was amended by placing Section 29.04, Dwelling Unit-Fire Sprinkler Systems, as an appendix to the code, thereby making it optional for counties and municipalities to mandate fire sprinkler systems in new residential construction.  He does not feel Omak should make this a mandatory requirement, but advocates encouraging installation of the system.  Fire Chief Bowling would like to have it a mandatory code.  Mr. Raymond stated the code requires “minimum life safety requirements”, but the additional cost of $2,000-$3,000 for the system and $750 more for a large water meter, make it difficult for new home builders to afford.  He assured Council that the building codes currently in place provide for a very well built structure. If Omak makes this a requirement, we would be the only city in the County in that position. He added that the law was passed after pressure from industries supported by the purchase and installation of the sprinkler systems.  Member Leifer, Chairman of the Police/Fire Committee, stated they were unable to come to an agreement on this issue.  It was asked that, if this is such a large concern, why insurance companies are not offering reduced rates for homes with sprinkler system.  Member Sackman said he had spoken to many area residents, and these are the concerns expressed against the code:  system could activate accidentally; some residents would shut off their system; annual inspection fees; installation fee plus a larger water meter; freezing in the winter; no break in insurance premiums; it is not a mandated law from the State, and we would be the only city in the County mandating this code.  Member Clark, a volunteer firefighter, stated he has seen them work and feels they are a benefit to safety.  Member Goebel felt it is a life-saving issue, but conceded the City would be better to encourage the systems rather than mandate them.  Mr. Raymond asked for direction from Council on whether he should bring an ordinance to the next Council meeting mandating the inclusion of fire sprinkler systems in new, single-family residential construction.  Members Foth, DeCesari, Sackman, Leifer, and Goebel stated “no”; Members Clark and Cariker are in favor of the mandated code.

Resolution 45-2010 – Amendment #4 to G&O Contract for Sewer Plant Design Services

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to approve Resolution 45-2010.  Public Works Director Miller told Council the improvements to the Sewer Treatment Plan have been ongoing since 2001, and in the hands of three different engineering firms.  Our current engineers at Gray & Osborne were asked to bring a professional engineering design concept to the table for this project.  The City has been granted $450,000 from the Department of Ecology and a $450,000 PWTF loan that together will provide enough funds to complete this project and do it correctly.  This amendment is for additional engineering design services, necessary to optimize the operation of the Plant.  The main focus of this project is to increase the capacity of the Plant by 35%, an issue even more relevant considering the impending Sewer Line Replacement Project.  Mr. Miller outlined specific equipment and functional improvements that will be completed at the Plant.  After some discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Ordinance 1679–1st Reading-Amend 2010 Budget-Current Expense-Ironwood/ Ross Canyon Park

City Administrator Malone explained that in the 2009 budget, there was $2,500 in Current Expense Capital Outlay to develop a park on the northwest corner of the Ross Canyon and Ironwood intersection.  This property had been deeded to the City by a resident with the stipulation it be made into a park commemorating fallen police officers.  The project was not completed in 2009, and the funds were not placed in the 2010 budget.  Students from Wenatchee Valley College-North have given the City a design concept for this park, and it should be put back into the 2010 budget for completion.  Member Cariker confirmed the students made a presentation to the Park Board.  PWD Miller told Council the design is a “xeriscape” park, using natural materials; rocks, gravel, bark, and pavers; along with a bench and plaque for the memorial.  

 Ordinance 1680 – 1st Reading-Amend 2010 Budget-Hotel/Motel Fund-All School Reunion


City Administrator Malone told Council there is an All School Reunion scheduled in 2011, corresponding with the City’s Centennial Celebration.  A representative of the Reunion Committee has requested $2,330 from the City’s 2010 Hotel/Motel Fund to pay postage costs for a mass mailing in September 2010.  The Committee would like to get the reunion and centennial information out to alumnae early, giving them time to schedule their visit in 2011.  He added they will be asking for $800 from the 2011 budget to do follow-up advertising.  Mr. Malone totally agrees with this use of tourism related funds and believes it will benefit both functions.  Member Foth, Chairman of the Hotel/Motel Committee, stated they agree with this request.

Ordinance 1681 – 1st Reading-Amend 2010 Budget-Sewer Fund PWTF Loan Funds


City Administrator Malone reminded Council that he had brought them an appropriating ordinance in May for the Sewer Line Project NEPA and design services costs, in which it was estimated the City would receive $61,000 in PWTF funds from the Emergency Dewberry Street Sewer Repair.  Upon closing out the loan, it was determined that the actual amount is $51,168.19.  The remaining $9,831.81 will be transferred from the Dewberry line item in the 2010 budget, as the repair costs were less than anticipated.
CITIZEN COMMENTS:


Mayor Gagne asked Robert Tyler to step to the podium to address Council.  Mr. Tyler told Council he has an issue with the public address (PA) system in the Stampede Arena.  He has attended three events in the arena, and the announcer could not be heard in the grandstands. It didn’t appear the speakers facing the grandstands were even working.  He has spoken to Sarah Grooms in the Stampede Office, and, while acknowledging they are aware of the problem, she was unable to answer his question of who is responsible to correct it.  After a lengthy discussion with Council and Staff, it was determined that the permanent, installed PA system in the Arena is not being utilized.  Announcers for events are using a separate PA system that projects onto the Arena floor, not into the grandstands.  It was suggested that an additional set of speakers and amplifier that focus the sound onto the arena floor should be added to the existing system that serves the grandstands.  The cost for this additional equipment is estimated at $18,000.  Member DeCesari proposed someone within the Omak Stampede group be trained on the use of the permanent PA system, and they, in turn, would be able to train an event announcer.  PWD Miller agreed to provide that training.  Council generally agreed that any event held in the Arena must use the established PA system.

Mr. Tyler asked about the City putting on a regular musical gathering in the bandshell at Civic League Park. Mayor Gagne explained that, although the City could not sponsor those events, citizens are free to organize any type of event in the parks.  She explained the process of reserving park use.  Mr. Tyler thanked Council for their time.
OTHER BUSINESS: 

Council Committees:


Member Goebel, Chairman of the Airport/Audit Committee, stated they were unable to meet for the library project, but have received a copy of the construction plans.  The Committee did meet at the Airport and have determined that no funds should be spent there until water is available.


Staff Reports:

Building Official Raymond noted it has been legally determined that the tanks at the Airport belong to the City and he is researching options to provide water for fire protection.

Public Works Director Miller reviewed his department report with Council, noting a meeting scheduled with G&O for Tuesday, July 13, at 10AM in City Hall regarding the Sewer Replacement Project.


City Administrator Malone also enjoyed the AWC Annual Conference and encouraged more City representation for next year’s conference in Spokane.  He informed Council that because the public works crew knows where the utility lines are in the area of the Dance Pavilion, they are digging the trenches for the power connection.  The P.U.D. and electrician costs are being paid by the Tribe.  Mr. Malone stated G&O is working on a pre-application for a new bridge, encouraged by the D.O.T. Local Programs, effectively showing Omak’s commitment to a bridge project.


Mr. Malone told Council he wanted to update them on the current activity of the Criminal Justice Consortium. The County does not want to continue the current agreement that expired on December 31, 2009, however, they have recently conceded that the statute clearly states the expired contract will continue until another is in place.  The Consortium wants to re-establish the same agreement.  The County has offered to charge the cities 80% of the rate received from outside agencies.  The Consortium does not agree, feeling they would be trapped in an increase if the County raises that rate for outside agencies. The Consortium has recently approached the County Commissioners with a proposal. Consortium representatives and legal counsel have met with two of the three Commissioners and suggested the County institute a 1/10 to 3/10 of a percent sales tax increase to supplement criminal justice costs.  This would have to come to the County residents for a vote through the election process. There has been no response, so the Consortium’s legal counsel will be sending a letter to the Commissioner’s legal counsel asking for a reply.  Mr. Malone stated the savings to Omak alone with a 2/10 of a percent tax increase would be approximately $130,000, over half of our cost for 2009 jail and prosecuting attorney services.   If the Commissioners agree to this action, the Consortium members will be asking each of their Councils for a letter of support to show the Commissioners their unity.

Member Goebel stated he also enjoyed the AWC Conference and encouraged Council to increase their travel budget so they could all have the benefit of this conference in 2011.


Member Sackman reminded Council the D.O.T. Transportation Committee will be in Omak in September and it was suggested the City prepare a presentation about the bridge for them.

As there was no further business, Council adjourned at 9:05 PM.

_______________________________

__________________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk


Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          July 6, 2010


