

OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                January 19, 2010


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Michael Foth


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief

Steve Clark 


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief
Lew Goebel

       
Jim Miller, Public Works Director

Nattalie Cariker


Ralph Malone, City Administrator

Leanne Leifer


Craig Raymond, Building Official
John Sackman


Kurt Danison, Contract Planner
Dino DeCesari


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
CONSENT AGENDA:

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to approve the consent agenda, consisting of minutes from the January 4, 2010 meeting; 2009 claims checks numbered 319-356 and 407, in the amount of $220,726.60; (claims check numbers 317 and 318 were used for January 2010 payroll draw checks) 2010 claim checks numbered 358-406, in the amount of $29,355.09. (claim check number 357 is voided) As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and approved the motion. 
PUBLIC HEARING:

Draft Comprehensive Park and Recreation Plan


Mayor Gagne opened the public hearing at 7:01 PM.  Contract Planner Kurt Danison told Council that in 2008, they approved funding to develop a revised Park plan, currently written in 2006.  At that time, the Plan was much more than just the arena; it included an arena pavilion and sports quadra-plex.  Mr. Danison reviewed the map produced as a result of the development of this draft plan.  He added that the Dalton/Klessig Park is not strongly mentioned in the plan, but it is scheduled to always stay as an area for seniors and handicapped individuals, and not changed to be a general playground.  Citizen Mary Henrie agreed with that concept for the Dalton/Klessig Park and hoped Council will continue to keep the trees planted there and not add any playfields.  She added that one of the dreams for that Park was to create a walking trail north to the top of the hill and circle back by the Behavioral Clinic.  There was general discussion regarding the re-location of several facilities within the Eastside Park.  Mr. Danison noted that the City is currently updating the Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) which creates an overall spending plan for the City in the future.  This Park Plan will be rolled into the CFP and projects will be prioritized along with law enforcement and fire services, which are all funded through the Current Expense Fund.

Citizen Vern Haase commented on necessary improvements to the RV Park; the advantage of having a sports complex in the park; and the scheduled increases in water rates.  He felt that too much money was spent on the re-design of Ross Canyon and had a stop light had been placed on Riverside Drive, it would have accomplished more.  As there were no further comments, Mayor Gagne closed the public hearing at 7:21 PM.
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORT:


Mayor Gagne asked for a motion to set a date for a public hearing on text amendments to Omak Municipal Code, Title 18, Zoning, for 7:00 PM, February 1, 2010.  Member DeCesari so moved, seconded by Member Leifer.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.


Mayor Gagne read a letter she had received from Sheron Sheldon, Executive Director for the local American Red Cross office, thanking Council for their continued support and noting they had an extraordinary year in 2009.  An invoice for the $4,000 budgeted in 2010 to support the Red Cross was included.  Mayor Gagne announced the Red Cross will have a Hero’s Breakfast in April 2010, and invited the community to forward any nominations to the local office.
NEW BUSINESS: 


Citizen Ron Smith – Concerns Regarding the Omak Police Department

Mr. Smith told Council about an instance that happened to his son, Wyatt, in the early morning hours on Christmas Day.  A prowler had been reported on West Bartlett by a local resident, who described the person as wearing a hooded sweatshirt.  Mr. Smith’s son was seen by Omak Police about four blocks from the area, and he was wearing a hooded sweatshirt.  He was handcuffed and placed in the back of a patrol car under “investigative detention” and ultimately taken to the residence of the reporting party for identification. Mr. Smith gave a brief description of his son’s medical problems, enduring several procedures resulting in a delay in his education, although he graduated only one year behind his class.  Mr. Smith feels his son’s civil rights were violated, adding that, without probable cause, placing Wyatt in the patrol car amounted to Assault and Battery. Mr. Smith requested Council review the policies and procedures under which the Omak Police Department operates.  He claimed “immoral conduct’ by the officer and described a gesture made by the police officer to the reporting party indicating that his son was “crazy”.  As it turned out, the resident was unable to identify the prowler because the area he was seen in was not well lit.  Wyatt was subsequently given a courtesy ride to his residence.  Mr. Smith thanked Council for their time, but apologized for not being able to fully explain himself.  Member Foth noted that, with all due respect to Mr. Smith, Council was only hearing one side of this situation.  Member Leifer assured Mr. Smith that he did not have to apologize to Council, they just need to hear both sides of this situation, and possibly a Police/Fire Committee should meet to discuss the issue further.  Mr. Smith felt he was unable to stay any longer and left the Council Room.


Mayor Gagne asked for a response from Police Chief Schreckengast, noting Mr. Smith’s claim that his son’s civil liberties were violated.  Chief Schreckengast suggested that Mr. Smith may need to contact an attorney if he felt that way. The Chief described the situation stating he felt the officer legally complied with the law in the way he detained Wyatt Smith, but agreed that if an offensive gesture was made about Wyatt’s mental capacity, he also finds that offensive and will check into that aspect of the situation.  He plans to make inquiries to the two County deputies who were also on the scene. Chief Schreckengast noted that he has not been approached by Mr. Smith, and a police report is only public record once the situation is finalized, not during an investigation.  Member Leifer asked if Mr. Smith was given the opportunity to come before the Police/Fire Committee instead of the full Council with his complaint.  City Clerk Lobdell stated Mr. Smith, on several occasions, was encouraged to meet with the Committee, but insisted on appearing before Council.  Mayor Gagne noted she had also spoken to Mr. Smith, and confirmed his wishes to come to Council.  Chief Schreckengast stated that a law enforcement officer puts his life on the line 24/7, and his main objective is to go to work, do his job well, and come home safely.  Member Carriker, a police officer in Brewster, stated she supported the way in which Wyatt Smith was detained.

Bob Sandefur – Chairman of Omak Planning Commission

 Mr. Sandefur introduced himself to Council, noting his many years of association with law enforcement in this County.  He told a brief personal story and commended the actions and demeanor of the officers who assisted him; and all officers in local and County law enforcement.

Mr. Sandefur told Council of the many hours the Planning Commission spent on the text amendments to the Zoning code, to be reviewed by Council at a public hearing on February 1st.  He noted that the Commissioners diligently investigated the issues and he encouraged Council to fully review the draft document before the hearing.  Mr. Sandefur invited Councilmembers to the February 3, 2010, Planning Commission meeting, to be held in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  The bulk of time will be set aside for Public Works Director Miller to make a presentation regarding the sewer system problems.  He noted one bright side to the $8-10 $million to be spent on the project is that it will create much needed employment for this area.

Resolution 02-2010 – Renew Airport Credit Card Software Maintenance Contract

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 02-2010.  City Clerk Lobdell explained that this is an annual renewal of the contract with QT Technologies to maintain the software that operates the card lock fuel system at the airport.  She noted that the price is the same as 2009, $495.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.

Resolution 03-2010 – Contract with Big Sky Industrial to Video Tape City Sewer Lines

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 03-2010.  Public Works Director Miller explained that this company is qualified to survey the sewer lines from Ash Street to the Sewer Treatment Plan.  They will spot check for design information, necessary for the engineers in developing a strategy for repair and replacement.  Council asked about the difference in the bid prices, nearly $65,000, and Mr. Miller stated it had to do with what he wanted to have done, as opposed to what the other company wanted to do.  As there were no further questions, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.

Resolution 05-2010 – Contract Revisions to Increase Discharge Capacity-Kettle Valley Dried Fruit

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 05-2010.  Public Works Director Miller told Council the City was approached by SunOpta, parent company to Kettle Valley Dried Fruit, asking for an increase in the industrial discharge from their plant in east Omak into the City sewer system, from 15,000 gallons per day to 50,000 gallons.  He indicated this to be a positive step that shows the business is very successful and expanding.  The request has been reviewed and granted by the Department of Ecology, and he assured Council Omak’s Sewer Plant will have no problem processing the increase discharge.  After some discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.

Resolution 06-2010 – Approval of Change Order #1-Okoma Drive Sidewalk Project


Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve Resolution 06-2010.  City Administrator Malone explained that the contractor, engineer and City staff had successfully negotiated the Change Order that identified additional costs to this contract for more curbing. The Change Order, in the amount of $22,276, brings the total contract cost to $298,641.  After some discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.

Resolution 07-2010 – Accept the Okoma Drive Sidewalk Project as Complete


Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 07-2010.  City Administrator Malone told Council the Okoma Drive Sidewalk Project has been accepted as complete by the engineering firm of Huibregtse, Louman Associates, and the public works department.  The acceptance of the project will begin the 60 day retainage period, in which specific documents must be received from the State before the retainage is released.  After some discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.


Resolution 04-2010 – Interagency Cooperative Agreement with Region Six Fire Investigation 



Task Force


Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to approve Resolution 04-2010.  Fire Chief Bowling stated this contract allows his department to call on the resources of Region Six investigative services for fires of a suspicious nature, large fires, or those resulting in serious property damage or loss of life.  As there was no discussion by Council or comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.

OTHER BUSINESS: 

Member Leifer, Chairman of the Police/Fire Committee, told Council they had been meeting with Police Chief Schreckengast regarding updates to ordinances in the code book.  She asked for direction from Council on an issue they were unable to move forward on.  The questions is whether or not to change the number of pets allowed per residence, which is currently 2 dogs and 3 cats; and should they revise the ordinance to just state a total number without specifying how many of each species. She added that the Committee agreed on a significant separation in license fees for pets that have not been spayed or neutered (fixed) as opposed to pets that have been fixed. The Committee felt the more responsible pet owner that has their animal fixed should have a significant savings in the cost of licensing. Police Chief Schreckengast stated Animal Control/Code Enforcement Officer Lewis had contacted other communities on these issues, and there are no common patterns among them.  He said the fees for spayed or neutered pets ranged from $15 to $20, and if the animal is not fixed, the costs range from $20 to $200.  Currently, Omak charges $5 to license a fixed animal and $10 for one that is not. There was also no consistency in the maximum number of pets allowed. 

Member Goebel told Council he had initially brought up the issue of animal control in Omak with the intention of providing some way to charge fees to specifically help support the animal control program with new kennels, a dog park, a more humane process to euthanize animals and other needs.  He noted he will not support increasing the licensing fees for spayed or neutered animals, citing several groups who would not be able to afford those increases and the fact that pet owners who have had their animals fixed should not be penalized with a higher fee.  He also suggested a discount in fees for service dogs and animals belonging to senior citizens. Council generally agreed to keep the current two dogs and three cats per household limit.  Chief Schreckengast and Member Leifer thanked Council for their input and stated the Committee will meet again to continue their discussions.


Member Sackman, Chairman of the Personnel Committee, told Council they had met with Chief Schreckengast and administration regarding a part-time Records Clerk job description and salary. He passed around copies of the job description stating his Committee supports this new position. The current full-time Records Clerk, Patty Helberg, will retire April 30, 2010, and the Chief suggested this could be a part-time position, requiring a new job description and salary.  Mrs. Helberg has agreed to continue at the position on this basis.  It is believed that, with some restructuring of her current duties, the basic duties of the Records Clerk can be accomplished with reduced hours.  This would be a position with no health or retirement benefits and limited to less than 20 hours per week.  Council generally agreed to the changes, and a resolution will be presented at the next Council meeting for the new the job description, as well as an ordinance to revise the 2010 Salary Schedule. 

Member Sackman reported on recent RTPO, EDD and RC&D meeting he had attended. The Economic Development District (EDD) has developed a rating list of successful applicants and Omak’s Arena Concourse and Central Avenue Bridge replacement are in the top ten.   Even though there is no funding available through these organizations, the listing placement is critical for funding sources in the future.  He added that all entities represented at these meetings have similar sewer system issues.


Member Goebel, Chairman of the Audit/Airport Committee, told Council they had met with administration staff regarding the repairs for the Omak Library.  The Committee feels the City must put in $100,000 in matching funds with the $135,000 from the energy grant, and unanimously agreed to set that $235,000 as the limit to be spent on repairs.  Public Works Director Miller stated the period of performance for the work to be done is two to three weeks, and will be completed by Stampede time in August. City Administrator Malone noted that the matching funds will come to Council as an appropriating ordinance.  He stated that once the contract is in place, that will define the funding necessary, adding that if the City were to replace the roof and HVAC system at our own cost, it would cost more than the $100,000 in scheduled matching funds.  Public Works Director Miller reminded Council this has been defined as an energy upgrade, and the end result will cut the energy costs by 75%, with a 20 year pay back to the City in energy cost savings.

Building Official Raymond told Council he had hosted a workshop earlier that day in Council Chambers, sponsored by WA State University Extension office.


Fire Chief Bowling said one of the fire trucks had received minor damage when it hit the building while being backed into the Fire Hall bay.  He stated there was no damage to the building and $200 to $300 damage to the truck.


Members Cariker, DeCesari and Goebel had recently attended the AWC Newly Elected Officials Conference and all agreed it was very informative.  Members Leifer and Goebel congratulated Mayor Gagne on a very informative and well written guest editorial in the Chronicle explaining the extent of the sewer line issues.  

As there was no further business, Council adjourned at 8:52 PM.

_______________________________

__________________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk


Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          January 19, 2010


