



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                  February 7, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagné called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Craig Raymond, Building Official

Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief


Lew Goebel


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Nattalie Cariker


James Miller, Public Works Director

Leanne Whitener

Ralph Malone, City Administrator

John Sackman


Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk
Dino DeCesari


Kurt Danison, Contract Planner
CITIZEN COMMENTS:

Roger Harnack, Editor and Publisher of the Omak Chronicle, invited the Mayor and Council to a Centennial Book Release Party on Wednesday, February 9, 2011 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The formal presentation will be at 5:30 p.m. and during that time they will honor Elizabeth Widel.  He also announced that on July 27, 2011 at Omak City Hall. a representative from the State Attorney General’s Office will hold a conference about Open Meetings and Public Record laws.

A citizen asked Council to look at the cyclone fencing on the corner of Bartlett and north Main. This fence has advertising banners on it making it difficult to see traffic coming from the south.  Building Official Raymond will look into the situation.


Council Member Foth presented Mayor Gagné with the Certificate of Municipal Leadership from the Association of Washington Cities. Mayor Gagné completed thirty hours of training credits to earn this award. 

CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the January 18, 2011 meeting; 2011 claims checks numbered 2739-2821 in the amount of $204,367.24; Void #2774 and January 2011 payroll checks numbered 2615, 2616 and 2691-2738, in the amount of $236,478.17.  As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORT:


Mayor Gagné announced several events taking place this week. On February 9, 2011 the Omak Chronicle will host a Centennial Book Release Party. The City of Omak will host a cake and ice cream open house on February 11, 2011 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and that same evening from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. will be the Centennial Kick Off Reception and Photo Retrospective at Rockwall Cellars. The Omak Fire Department Banquet will be held at the Courtyard on February 12, 2011.  The City received an invitation to the Omak Chamber Mardi Gras Gala & Auction on March 12, 2011.

Mayor Gagné received a thank you letter from Okanogan County Transportation and Nutrition for money received from the City for the senior nutrition program in Omak and the bus replacement fund.  She and City Administrator Malone received a thank you letter from Senator Bob Morton acknowledging their recent visit to Olympia and their efforts to keep the Public Works Trust Fund intact.  

Mayor Gagné read a proclamation declaring February 9, 2011 and continuing each year thereafter, as “Elizabeth Widel Day” in the City of Omak.


Mayor Gagné read a proclamation marking February 11, 2011 as the City of Omak’s Centennial and Celebrating 100 years of Community.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Ordinance 1701 – 2nd Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Increase in L&I Rates for 2011


Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Ordinance 1701.  With no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
NEW BUSINESS:


Kurt Danison–Highlands Associates-Review of Shoreline Master Plan Final Draft


Kurt Danison, Contract Planner for the City, reminded Council that in June of last year they passed a resolution of intent to adopt the Shoreline Master Program (SMP). The SMP was submitted to Department of Ecology (DOE) and they replied with many pages of informal comments.  The Council sent the comments received from DOE to the Planning Commission for review.  The Planning Commission made a recommendation February 2, 2011 to submit the document to City Council so they can begin the formal review process.  Mr. Danison said there were three significant issues: critical area regulations, non-water dependent businesses in the shoreline, and set back buffers and uses. It’s a large document so he recommends the document be viewed on CD rather than printed copy.  Member Whitener moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to release the Shoreline Master Program for review. Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Mr. Danison, Mayor Gagné, Council and City Staff have been working on ranking projects for the Capital Facility Plan.  Departments have submitted their wants and then projects were scored based on priority. Number one is the Central Avenue Bridge Project, second was the replacement of SCBA’s (Self Contained Breathing Apparatus), third was a 75” Ladder Truck and fourth the Airport Water.  Mr. Danison will be meeting with City Administrator Malone to create a six year spending plan so the City can reasonably fund the projects.  



Resolution 05-2011-Authorized Application to CDBG for Sewer Replacement Project Funding

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 05-2011. Public Works Director Miller told Council that all the required documents were submitted to CDBG in order to obtain a 1.5 million dollar grant to help fund the sewer replacement project except an adopted resolution.  Member Sackman asked for clarification of the last paragraph in the Resolution.    Council began a discussion on how the grant dollars would be spent.  Mr. Miller explained that this grant money could be used in two ways. The grant dollars could be used to replace the private side sewers for qualifying home owners on a first come first serve basis.  In this scenario the grant money may run out before all phases of the project are complete.  Council was concerned that equally qualified homeowners in the later phases would not benefit from the grant money.  Mr. Miller said the City could apply for another CDBG grant.  The second option would be to put the grant dollars into “the pot” so the money is shared equally amongst all citizens. If used this way, the money would be put toward the replacement of the City main lines. Member DeCesari would like to see everyone benefit equally from the grant money.  This decision will eventually be discussed by the Water/Sewer Committee.  Member Sackman was concerned about obligations the City would have entering into an agreement with CDBG.  City Administrator Malone said there are a lot of hooks when you apply and receive grant money.  The City has received grant money in the past and there have always been special conditions the City has to abide by and conform to.  

A citizen from the audience asked about installing a septic system for each home.  She felt this would ultimately be more cost affective to the City.  City Administrator Malone said the City is required specifically by RCW to maintain a sewer system and if a citizen is within two hundred feet of a public sewer they are required to be connected.  He went on to explain several reasons a septic system would not work within the City limits.


When the discussion concluded and there were no further comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Resolution 06-2011-Extend Grey & Osborne Engineering Contact through 2011     

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 06-2011.  City Administrator Malone said the City is required by Statute to advertise and solicit Statements of Qualifications (SOQs) for Professional Engineering firms that are interested in performing work for the City annually.  We advertised for SOQs in compliance with the statutes, and have received Statements from several firms. These firms have been added to our current roster of Architectural and Engineering Firms.  Upon evaluation of the performance of the firm of Gray & Osborne, Inc., who has been the City’s designated Engineer for the 2010 year, the staff recommends that the City extend the contract with Gray & Osborne through the 2011 year.  With no comments from the audience, Council voted unanimously to approve the motion.

Resolution 07-2011-Approve Scope of Work Amendment-USKH-Airport Improvement Project  

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 07-2011.  City Administrator Malone told Council that last spring USKH prepared specifications and estimates for the airport improvement project.  The project was put out to bid in June 2010 and the contract was submitted to the FAA for approval and release of funds.  The Contractor asked to begin the process in spring 2011 and insert a clause to adjust asphalt price. The request was rejected by FAA and the contract was never finalized.  This resolution authorizes USKH to revise the bid documents to re-bid the project. Because the City has to re-bid the project, FAA will reimburse additional funds to the City.  The City will end up paying an estimated $185.00 toward the re-bidding process.  After some discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.



Ordinance 1702 – 1st Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Municipal Court Laptop Reimbursement  

City Administrator Malone reminded Council the City entered into an Intergovernmental Agreement with the State of Washington, Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC).  The AOC offered to reimburse the City if they wanted to purchase a new computer or printer.  A laptop was purchased for the Judge and the money has been reimbursed to the City. This ordinance recognizes the expenditure and the revenue in the budget for the laptop.
OTHER BUSINESS:


Member Clark said the SWAC is working on the recycling chapter and should be done at the end of March.


Mayor Gagné announced the resignation of Building Official, Craig Raymond.  Mr. Raymond asked if he could hold his comments until the February 22, 2011 meeting.


Police Chief Schreckengast advised the Council that he still has an open patrol officer position.  The City advertised for a Lateral position and mailed out three applications. On the closing date, no applications were returned.  He asked for direction from Council.  It was the consensus of Council to seek an entry level officer.


Public Works Director Miller told Council that his crew has been jetting City sewers. He has received phone calls from citizens about the pressure causing water to back-up through sinks and toilets.  He is trying to find out if the City has any liability.  Because of the phone calls he has decided to use door hangers to alert citizens of jetting in the area.  

City Administrator Malone told Council that since the Omak Wood Products (OWP) #2 well was shut down last summer, the City has been investigating options to get it back into production and to improve the reliability of our water supply.  He indicated that at one time the City had an agreement with Omak Wood Products that allowed the City to use both OWP Well #2, and Well #3 through an inter-tie.  OWP Well #2 is one of the City’s primary production wells; OWP #3 was used by the mill, and was a backup well for the City. The Agreement further provided that if the mill closed down, the City would continue to have the right to utilize Well #3.  This agreement was recognized by the Colville Tribes through a permit that recognized the use of both wells by the City.  Now, the OWP mill site and the wells have been acquired by the Colville Confederated Tribes, and so the agreement that had been between a private party (Omak Wood Products) and the City, has now been transferred and transformed into an agreement between the Tribes and the City.  At this point, it would be advisable for the Mayor to start a dialog through the Tribal Council Chair on a government to government basis to explore the continuation of the arrangement for use of both OWP Well #2 and #3 for the benefit of both the City and the Tribes. 


Member Sackman said he could not attend the Economic Development District (EDD) Meeting or the North Central Washington Resource & Conservation District (RC&D) meeting on Wednesday but he would encourage other members to attend.  Mr. Dansion said he planned on attending and Member Whitener will be there representing her employer, Okanogan County Transportation and Nutrition.  


Mayor Gagné reminded Council the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 22, 2011, because Monday February 21st is officially recognized as President’s Day and City Hall will be closed.  

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 PM.


____________________________


______________________________

Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor
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