



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                February 1, 2010


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Michael Foth


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief

Steve Clark 


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief
Lew Goebel

       
Jim Miller, Public Works Director

Nattalie Cariker


Ralph Malone, City Administrator

Leanne Leifer


Craig Raymond, Building Official
John Sackman


Kurt Danison, Contract Planner
Dino DeCesari


Michael Howe, City Attorney



 

Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
CONSENT AGENDA:

Mayor Gagne noted that Ordinance 1664, listed on the agenda as item number 2 under NEW BUSINESS, is not an action item as this will be only a first reading on the Ordinance.  Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve the consent agenda, as amended by Mayor Gagne, consisting of minutes from the January 19, 2010 meeting; claims checks numbered 459-511, in the amount of $100,897.12; January 2010 payroll checks, numbered 317,318, 408-458, ACH Pay 109, ACH Pay 215, and ACH Pay 1-48, in the amount of $240,637.67. As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and approved the motion. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:


At 7:03 PM, Mayor Gagne announced an Executive Session, to discuss transfer of property and pending litigation, per RCW 42.30.110 (c) and (i), which will last for twenty minutes.  At 7:23 PM, Mayor Gagne reconvened the meeting.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Draft Text Amendments to Omak Municipal Code Title 18, Zoning

Mayor Gagne opened the public hearing at 7:23 PM.  Building Official Raymond read the Staff Report on the zoning text amendments. (attached) Mr. Raymond pointed out minor corrections to the ordinance made after the Planning Commission completed their hearing process and forwarded the draft to Council. The definition of “Micro Breweries” has been added, identifying the annual limit of production capacity to not more than 15,000 U.S. barrels. The District Use Chart has been amended from listing “Beverage Bottling Plant” to “Beverage Industries”, and allowing this use within the stated capacity in the Central Business, Planned Shopping and Highway Business Districts, as well as outright in the Commercial, Light and Heavy Industrial Districts.  This opened up the use to more Districts, noting that businesses exceeding the stated capacity of “Micro Breweries” will need to obtain a Conditional Use Permit.  The issue of adding a “Micro-Brewery” to the definitions and use chart was discussed by the Planning Commission, just omitted from their final document.  Council discussed the use of recreational vehicles on residential property and cell towers within the City.  As there were no further comments, Mayor Gagne closed the public hearing at 7:40 PM.
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORT:


Mayor Gagne told Council she had received a letter from citizen Ron Smith, noting Councilmembers all had copies of the letter, regarding the situation with his son as discussed at the January 19, 2010 meeting. (attached)  She read the letter aloud and asked Mr. Smith if he wished to address Council again.  Mr. Smith expressed his concerns regarding the treatment of his son, as detained by the Police Department, during an investigation in December.  He told Council the letter the Mayor had read was sent to the Chronicle as a letter to the editor.  The Chronicle edited his comments and he gave each Member a copy of the shorter, condensed version. As a result of the editing, Mr. Smith decided not to have the Chronicle publish his letter.  There was some discussion on the topic with Mr. Smith, and he thanked Council for their time and left.

Mayor Gagne introduced a letter received from Okanogan County Transportation and Nutrition, thanking the City for the funding assistance provided for their bus and meal program.


Mayor Gagne asked for Council approval to appoint Corina Radford to the Planning Commission.  Member Leifer moved, seconded by Member Goebel, to approve the Mayor’s appointment.  As there were no questions from Council or comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.
OLD BUSINESS:

Resolution 08-2010 – Approve Comprehensive Park and Recreation Plan.

Member Leifer moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 08-2010.  Planning consultant Kurt Danison told Council this is the document submitted to Council by the Park Board, and that Council had held a public hearing on it at the January 19, 2010 meeting.  He noted that, based upon comments received by citizen Mary Henrie, the only change in the document will be to add language in the plan that strongly notes the intended use of Dalton/Klessig Park be kept as a quiet space and not develop any recreational areas within it.  He will make those changes for the final document.  Member Leifer amended her motion to include those language changes.  Member Clark seconded the amended motion.  As there was no further discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the amended motion.
NEW BUSINESS: 


Resolution 09-2010 – Job Description for New Position-Permanent Part-time Records Clerk

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 09-2010.  Police Chief Schreckengast noted this is the job description as shared with Council at the last meeting.  As there was no discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.


Ordinance 1664 – 1st Reading – Amend 2010 Non-Union Employee Salary Schedule for





Permanent Part-time Records Clerk Position


City Administrator Malone told Council that this ordinance will supplement the 2010 Non-Union Employee Salary Schedule by adding the hourly salary for the new part-time position.  The hourly rate is based upon the actual monthly salary currently in place for the position and longevity, based upon time in service for the employee.  He added that there are no health benefits in this position, and since the current full-time Records Clerk will hold the position after she retires in April, there will be no retirement benefits paid by the City.


Resolution 10-2010 – Interlocal Agreement with Criminal Justice Consortium to Alter Method




of Payment to the County to Actual Costs


Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 10-2010.  City Administrator Malone explained that the members of the Criminal Justice Consortium previously had agreed to pay Okanogan County for criminal justice fees by sharing the costs based on the number of each entity’s filings in District Court.  This was designed so that if a smaller entity ended up with a defendant in an extended jail term, they would not have to pay that entire cost.  The shared cost to several smaller entities ended up being significantly higher than if they had paid for their own cases.  This Agreement will be signed by all Consortium members, and they will all pay the actual costs specific to the arrests within their jurisdiction.  When asked about the effect to Omak’s criminal justice fees, Mr. Malone stated it will have little if no effect on our costs because of the large number of arrests made in Omak.  After some discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.

Resolution 11-2010 – Approved City Fee Schedule Modified and Increased – Animal Control Fees


Member Leifer moved, seconded by Member Goebel, to approve Resolution 11-2010.  City Administrator Malone told Council that the animal control fees had been discussed by the Police/Fire Committee, and, as it had been found that many communities have a significant difference in the cost for licensing unspayed/unneutered animals versus spayed or neutered (altered) animals, the Committee felt there should be more of a difference in those costs. The modified fees would increase the fee for altered pets from $5.00 to $10.00, and owners of unspayed/unneutered animals will pay $65.00 for a license.  The Fee Schedule has a new category for pet owners 60 years of age or older.  Their fees would still be $5.00 for altered animals, but seniors will also have to pay $65.00 if their animals are not spayed or neutered.  Member Leifer suggested lowering the fee for seniors with unspayed or unneutered animals, and asked for Council input.  Council discussed charges locally for spaying/neutering. Member Sackman stated that since some communities charge up to $300 to license these animals, the $65 amount was felt to be fair.  After some discussion, Member Leifer moved to amend the rate for senior citizens 60 years of age or older to license an unspayed or unneutered animal to $35 on the City Fee Schedule.  Member Goebel seconded the motion. Council voted and approved the motion to amend the Fee Schedule.  Mayor Gagne called for a vote on the motion to approve the Resolution with the amended Fee Schedule.  Council voted and approved the adoption of the Resolution with the amended fees.

City Administrator Malone told Council that Member Goebel had asked that he check into setting aside the funds raised with animal fees into a special fund.  The revenues and expenditures from this fund then may be used for specific animal control projects such as a dog park, renovations to the animal pound, etc.  Mr. Malone had checked with a State Auditor and was told that was not an acceptable strategy.  The auditor stated General Fund, or Current Expense revenues should stay in that fund.  Mr. Malone suggested Council could direct him to establish a restricted reserve line item within the General Fund and these animal fee revenues would be transferred to it at the end of each fiscal year.  Those monies could then be tracked and added to each year.  After a lengthy discussion regarding the use of the funds, providing something back to the public when fees are raised, and when to begin transferring funds, Member Goebel moved to create beginning and ending reserve fund line items in the Current Expense fund, for animal control revenues and expenditures.  Member Cariker seconded the motion.  When Council voted verbally, it was unclear how each member voted.  Mayor Gagne called for a show of hands.  Members Goebel, Cariker and Leifer voted aye.  Members Foth, DeCesari, Clark and Sackman voted nay.  Motion failed.


Citizen Bob Sandefur asked about licensing of service dogs and was told those animals will be exempt from licensing fees in the upcoming ordinance next Council.

Resolution 12-2010 – Accept Stampede Arena Project as Complete


Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to approve Resolution 12-2010.  City Administrator Malone stated the operating manuals and warranties are in place for the arena and the architects recommend approving completion of the project.  There are a few known warranty items, along with the fencing at the top of the grandstands, but the contract with Garco Corporation is considered complete.  Member DeCesari commended Mr. Malone on the outstanding job, and the time and effort he spent on completing the arena project.  Mr. Malone acknowledged the recognition and added that Stampede President George Dunckel should also be congratulated.

Resolution 13-2010 – Approve 2010 Engineering Services Contract with Gray & Osborne, Inc.


Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to approve Resolution 13-2010.  City Administrator Malone told Council that he would introduce this resolution on Public Works Director Miller’s behalf, as Mr. Miller has gone to a pre-conference meeting with the contractors scheduled to video tape the sewer lines.  The contractor will work in the evening and early morning hours because of the slow down of flow in the lines during those hours. Mr. Malone stated the City advertised for engineering proposals and received responses from 23 firms.  Nine of those firms were general engineering companies, and the remaining were specialty firms.  Of the nine general engineering firms, the selection committee made up of himself, Mayor Gagne, PWD Miller, Building Official Raymond, and Councilmember Sackman, chose three.  They felt Gray & Osborne (G&O) was the company with the majority of experience in municipal engineering, and that was reinforced once representatives from G&O were interviewed.  The Committee supports choosing this company for Omak’s 2010 general engineering services.  It was noted that USKH will remain in charge of the airport projects.  They specialize in airport engineering services, are doing an excellent job for Omak, and will probably continue for the next few years.  Member Sackman congratulated Mr. Malone and Mr. Miller noting that the G&O representatives stated it was going to be a pleasure to work with administrative staff who are skilled and informed in the engineering needs of the City.  

Ordinance 1666 – 1st Reading – Amend 2010 Budget Street Fund for Okoma Drive Sidewalk

City Administrator Malone explained that initially the Okoma Drive Sidewalk Project was scheduled to be completed in 2009.  Due to extenuating circumstances, the project continued into 2010.  This ordinance allocates the funds set aside in 2009 for project completion into the 2010 budget to close out the project.
OTHER BUSINESS: 

 Member Clark reported on the Solid Waste Advisory Committee.  They are still looking into recycling issues and will be involving the Colville Tribe in their efforts.  Omak appears to be a central location for this process.  He added that the landfill fees will be increasing slightly in 2010.

Member Leifer told Council the Police/Fire Committee have completed their review of the Municipal Code regarding decriminalizing penalties, and she understood that ordinance will be introduced at the next Council meeting.


Building Official Raymond noted he is scheduling a meeting with the Street Committee regarding the traffic study recently completed for the north side of town.


Fire Chief Bowling told Council that there had been 950 grants for fire trucks awarded in the last week.  Even though Omak was not one of them, he still has hope because we have not been officially denied yet.


Police Chief Schreckengast informed Council that the fourth suspect in the shooting during Stampede last year has been arrested in Aurora, Colorado.  He requested Council permission to allow an officer to travel to Colorado for this person, along with a County deputy, if he can be extradited.  The Chief would like Council permission now to retrieve this suspect so there is no delay in the process. Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to allow an officer to travel to Colorado to retrieve this suspect.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.


City Administrator Malone asked how many Councilmembers planned to attend the Planning Commission meeting on Wednesday, February 3rd.  As it was unclear how many, Mr. Malone stated he will notify the media that there is a possibility that a majority of Councilmembers will be there.  Planning Commission chairman Bob Sandefur encouraged the Council and audience members to attend, adding Public works Director Miller will make a presentation on the sewer system repairs.  Mr. Malone told Council they had all received copies of the Omak Stampede, Inc., budget and if they had any questions, President George Dunckel is available to them.


As there was no further business, Council adjourned at 8:48 PM.

_______________________________

__________________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk


Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          February 1, 2010


