

OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                   April 19, 2010


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Michael Foth


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief

Steve Clark 


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief
Lew Goebel

       
Craig Raymond, Building Official

Nattalie Cariker


Ralph Malone, City Administrator

Leanne Leifer


James Miller, Public Works Director
John Sackman


Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk
Dino DeCesari



CITIZEN COMMENTS:

When Mayor Gagne asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to speak to Council, citizen Vern Haase asked to speak. He thanked Council for their service and said he was disappointed in the way the Michael Howe hangar lease was handled. He feels it was a disgrace and City Council was taken advantage of. He believes that most people were fully aware of the process. He doesn’t have any objections to Mr. Howe’s hangar just the way it was handled. Mr. Haase reviewed a timeline that he had put together.  It claimed Mr. Howe met with the City Council Committee directly after the March 15, 2010 Council Meeting and the building permit was issued on March 29, 2010. He said the hangar was built two weeks prior to the April 5, 2010 Council meeting at which time the lease was approved. He said the process was backwards. The lease should have been approved, the building permit issued and then Mr. Howe could build the hangar. He feels that Mr. Howe is competent and should have known better. He feels that Council should assess a fine to Mr. Howe and he should publicly apologize to the Citizens of Omak and City Council.   

CONSENT AGENDA:

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the April 5, 2010 meeting, and claims checks numbered 899-964, in the amount of $113,128.96. As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and approved the motion. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Ordinance 1670 – 2nd Reading – Amend 2010 Budget – Airport Fund-Additional FAA Funds 

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Ordinance 1670. As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.


Ordinance 1671 – 2nd Reading – Amend 2010 Budget – Street Fund – Projects Completed 

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve Ordinance 1671.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.

NEW BUSINESS: 


Fuerza Latina – Park Request for Cinco De Mayo Celebration - Civic League Park  


Mayor Gagné deferred this agenda item until later in the meeting in case a representative from Fuerza Latina arrives.  

Okanogan County Tea Party Patriots – Park Request – Civic League Park


Mayor Gagné deferred this agenda item until later in the meeting to allow time if a representative from the Okanogan County Tea Party Patriots should arrive.  

Resolution 31-2010 – Approving Airport Aid Application – D.O.T. Aviation Division   

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 31-2010. City Administrator Malone told Council the application is for Airport Aid that provides matching funds from Washington State Department of Transportation. The funds will be used to rehabilitate the taxiway, signs and windsock. D.O.T. requires Council approval of the application to ensure they are on board with the City match of $25,000.  Citizen Sandefur asked if the Pilots Association has been contacted for in kind services. Mr. Malone said no, the City doesn’t have an agreement and the City has never been approached by the WPOA (Washington Pilots and Owners Association). Mr. Sandefur said that in the seventies the group contributed in kind services to the taxiways.     

Sewer Rehabilitation Funding Presentation 


Public Works Director Jim Miller put together a presentation about the Omak Sewer Replacement Project. The information is being presented as it develops. He introduced City Engineers Morie Block and Dave Ellis from Gray & Osborne.  Mr. Miller reiterated the reasons for the sewer replacement. He said ninety five percent of the piping is concrete and is past its lifecycle of fifty to sixty years. Conditions around the City may vary but the overall piping is ready for replacement. Citizen Bob Sandefur asked if a broken line is considered to have discharge. The answer from Mr. Block was according to the Federal Clean Water Act, yes.  

Mr. Miller said currently there is enough money in the sewer fund to complete and submit the application materials to USDA Rural Development in August 2010 which includes compliance with NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) for the entire City, update the Sewer Comprehensive Plan and the engineering design of East Dewberry.  Mr. Miller is hoping the City can get $21 million dollars from the $100 million that is available through USDA Rural Development.  He believes the Public Works Trust Fund will no longer be a source for funding. He showed a diagram of the proposed work to replace the sewer main, manholes and side sewers to private property to reduce the Infiltration and Inflow. Mr. Malone said Department of Ecology was very close to requiring the City do an Infiltration and Inflow study which would cost approximately eighty thousand dollars to find out what we already know. We have failing lines that need to be replaced.  D.O.E. has given the City a three year delay on this study in order to correct the Infiltration and Inflow problems.  Member Sackman asked if the side sewers that are in good condition would have to be replaced. Mr. Miller said there will be a small percentage of side sewers that will not have to be replaced. 


Mr. Miller discussed the Estimated Phase Cost Accumulation and the rate analysis. The estimated debt accumulation would be $20.9 million dollars. Mr. Ellis said the estimate includes two thousand side sewers. Mr. Block explained the rate threshold of $55-$60 a month is what the City can sustain before it becomes too costly to live in Omak. The City should be prepared to fund and accept the debt for the entire project.  Mr. Malone referred to the rate analysis chart and said the total rate includes the base rate and the side sewer charge. The debt and base rates could be decreased with loan forgiveness by CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) and BIH (Bureau of Indian Health). There are a large number of residents that may be eligible for funding assistance from these agencies.  

Mr. Malone advised Council that money would not be spent for the project until the City has been approved for funding. Mr. Block said when the total project is approved the City will only draw the amount needed for the project. The rates are based on the worse case scenario and we hope to get as much debt forgiveness and grants to lower the estimated base sewer rates.  Member Sackman said if the threshold base rate is $50 we should increase that as soon as possible.
Mr. Malone told Council that each side sewer would be evaluated and the City would not make a home owner replace a brand new side sewer. He hopes the property owner will replace their side sewer concurrent with the City project. The probable cost will be significantly less versus them doing it themselves and having to replace the City Street, sidewalk and the landscape. This is by far the best way to go for older homes.
Member Sackman asked if there is a designated public relations person for the project. Mr. Miller said this has been discussed. There is an article in the newsletter and there has been discussion about having a public meeting at the PAC. Mr. Miller would be willing to speak with groups and individuals about the project. He has retained the names and mailing addresses of the property owners and tenants within the City.  If a letter needs to be sent to inform citizens about project phases in their area, this can be done quickly.  
Resolution 32-2010 – Memorandum of Agreement - Dance Pavilion Colville Confederated Tribes       


Mayor Gagné postponed this agenda item until next meeting.
Resolution 33-2010 – Approve Scope of Work with Gray & Osborne Phase 1 Sewer Construction Project
Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 33-2010.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.

Ordinance 1669 – 1st Reading – Amend 2010 Budget – Sewer Fund – Planning & Design for Phase 1 of Sewer Construction Project
Mr. Malone explained this ordinance amends the 2010 budget by recognizing the increased revenues that will be generated by the recently enacted sewer rate increase, and appropriate those funds for the purpose of planning, permitting and design work for the sewer system rehabilitation project that is being initiated.   
OTHER BUSINESS: 

 Member DeCesari, Chairman of the Water/Sewer Committee, told Council they met and received the same presentation everyone heard tonight.

Councilmember Foth moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve the park request for Fuerza Latina Cinco de Mayo event in Civic League Park. Member Foth wanted to be sure the group was approved for the May 5th event because Council would not meet again until after the requested date.  He asked if the event was the same as last year, Deputy Clerk Thomas told Council yes it was the same and they did plan on having vendors again this year. Member DeCesari asked if they would be providing liability insurance, Mrs. Thomas said they were aware and she expects the certificate prior to their event.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.


Member Leifer asked about the request from the Okanogan County Tea Party Patriots. Mr. Malone said they completed an application to use the Civic League Park and Bandshell to have exclusive use of the park for an event.  The City required liability insurance from the group. Mr. Malone met with representatives of the Tea Party event and after conferring with legal counsel he sent a letter that required the group comply with the provision of the Liability Insurance if they wanted exclusive use of the park. The letter did mention their group can assemble in any public area of our parks without filing an application, or providing insurance. But if another group reserves the park, their group would have to gather in another area. The letter was mailed and e-mailed last week so they would have time to come to Council.  Member DeCesari asked about the cost of liability insurance.  Mr. Malone did some research and Canfield will write a policy for groups like the Tea Party for $200 to $250.  


Building Official Raymond said he has worked really hard to avoid making it difficult for a citizen to obtain a building permit. Significant changes in this process have been made tonight.  


Fire Chief Bowling said he planned to go from a wide band radio system to a narrow band by the deadline of 2013. He found out that after January 1, 2011 he can no longer obtain a wide band radio only narrow band. He will have to purchase a base unit, mobiles and a TAC channel that will cost an estimated $5,388. Member Leifer said the Fire/Police Committee met and they recommend approval. Mr. Malone will prepare an ordinance for the next Council Meeting.  He reminded Council that he applied for two grants. One grant was to modify and raise the bay door and the other was for a ladder truck. He received letters that both were turned down. If Council desired, he would reapply. There is no cost to the City, only his time. Chief Bowling feels because Omak is a small City the ladder trucks are not easy to acquire. The current truck is thirty six years old. We have a twenty year replacement cycle and that was extended to thirty years. The Engine is slated for 2021 and the truck in 2014.

Mr. Miller is still working on the library upgrades. He had a meeting scheduled with the architects today to review the bid documents and they didn’t show.  The funding application has been submitted for Kenwood and Apple Wells. A topographical map is being developed by Tim Pecha for the Dance Pavilion. The map will be given to the project manager. The map will provide drainage and elevation requirements for the Dance Pavilion and the area for the displaced fields. He said his department is preparing for the fly over photos. They are painting the sewer lids white, water lids blue and storm drain orange. He reported that 99.9% of the patrons who stay in the RV Park are from BC. He has taken in $10,973 in revenue since it opened.  The two part time crew members started mowing and freed up the full time personnel to do budgeted work.  Kristi has been receipting RV payments and performing data entry work.  The three positions are being utilized well.
Mr. Malone said the proposed MOA for the Tribal Dance Pavilion was sent to the Tribe and then sent back to the City and. He will make clarifications and submit the MOA to the committee for a counter proposal.  Because we are losing the soccer fields to the Dance Pavilion, the earth work to rebuild the fields in a new area in accordance with our long range plan, seems to be a commitment by the Tribe.  The Public Works Trust Fund Board allocation of funds for the Sewer Treatment Plant two years ago would not accept the scope of work. They required three phases and the City wanted two phases. This legislation was successfully amended with the help of Jim Rowland. The legislation removed restrictions that were a problem. It will avoid fifteen to twenty thousand dollars in cost in the 2010 budget.  


Member Foth said he doesn’t think anything unethical or illegal was done regarding the Howe hangar lease. He may condemn the action that was taken, but he still would have approved the hangar lease.

Member Sackman reported on the EDD, RTPO and RC&D meetings he recently attended. EDD had a good presentation by Shiloh Schauer, Executive Assistant to Senator Linda Evans Parlette One of the topics was Health Care Reform. He noted during the RTPO they shared information from the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. They have an upcoming event on May 18th which is the 2010 Annual Scholarship and Awards Banquet and the poster will be hung at City Hall. The Washington Valley Transportation Council will be contacting City Administrator Malone about the Omak Central Avenue Bridge Replacement and they plan to look at the bridge. All the meeting handouts will be available at City Hall if Council wants to review the information.

As there was no further business, Council adjourned at 8:44 PM.

_______________________________

__________________________________


Connie Thomas, Deputy Clerk


Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          April 19, 2010


