



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                  January 4, 2011


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL:

Michael Foth


Craig Raymond, Building Official

Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief


Lew Goebel


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Nattalie Cariker


James Miller, Public Works Director

Leanne Whitener

Ralph Malone, City Administrator

John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

Kevan Roberts, representing the Department of Natural Resources, (DNR) presented the Mayor and Council with a letter of appreciation from Peter Goldmark, Washington State Commissioner of Public Lands. (attached) Commissioner Goldmark expressed his and the DNR’s appreciation for the cooperation the City has shown in consistently allowing the DNR to establish a helitack crew base of operations at the Omak Airport for wildfire suppression.   Mr. Roberts added his personal thanks for the support shown by the City specifically mentioning his gratitude to Public Works Director Miller and City Administrator Malone for their assistance and cooperation.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Whitener, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the December 20, 2010 meeting; 2010 claims checks numbered 2520-2550 in the amount of $34,321.27; 2011 claims checks numbered 2551-2582, in the amount of $54,417.21; and December 2010 payroll checks numbered 2420-2422 and 2472-2519, in the amount of $241,695.99.  As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORT:


Mayor Gagne told Council Kurt Danison of Highlands Associates has requested a meeting with City administrative staff to review the capital projects listed in the draft Capital Facilities Plan.  They will be scoring the projects listed for completion in the next few years, and would like input from two or three Councilmembers also.  The meeting is scheduled for 4:00 PM, Wednesday, January 5th and Councilmembers Goebel, DeCesari and Foth agreed to participate.


Mayor Gagne announced the coronation ceremony for Amanda Emerson as Miss Rodeo Washington is scheduled for January 8, 2011, at the Omak Elks.  The social hour begins at 5:00 PM, followed by dinner.  Tickets are being pre-sold for $15 and will be $20 at the door.  There are several fund raising activities scheduled throughout the evening.


Mayor Gagne noted the Omak Public Library will have an official ribbon cutting ceremony on Tuesday, January 11th at 3:00 PM in front of the newly renovated building.

NEW BUSINESS:

Ordinance 1699 - 1st Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Hotel/Motel Fund-NCW RC&D Appropriation


City Administrator Malone reminded Council that Chris Branch had approached Council in December, requesting the $1,500 the North Central Washington Resource Conservation & Development (NCW RC&D) had been allotted in the Hotel/Motel Fund for 2010, be allocated in the 2011 budget.  The NCW RC&D did not expend advertising funds in 2010, thus did not make a reimbursement request.  Mr. Malone noted Council authorized this allocation and this ordinance follows through with an amendment to the Hotel/Motel Fund.

Ordinance 1700 – 1st Reading-Amend 2011 Budget-Street Fund-T.I.B. Grant and City Match


City Administrator Malone told Council the State Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) has allocated $228,000 in funds through the Small Cities Sidewalk Grant for construction of a pedestrian sidewalk along the north side of Omak Avenue, from the East Omak Elementary School to the Visitor’s Information Center.  Council approved Resolution 79-2010 at the December 20th meeting, accepting the grant. This ordinance acknowledges those funds and provides for $12,000 in City matching funds in the Street Fund, for total project funding of $240,000.  

Public Works Director Miller noted he will be meeting with a State transportation coordinator next week regarding the “Safe Routes” funding.  He added that school districts are required to prepare a safe routes plan and it is possible the City can coordinate with those efforts.    
OTHER BUSINESS:  


Mayor Gagne reminded those present that the next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 18 because of the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday on Monday, January 17th.  She also announced the American Red Cross blood drive scheduled at Mid-Valley Hospital on Friday, January 7, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

Member Whitener expressed concern for the safety of pedestrians using the east/west pedestrian crosswalk located at the Main Street and Fourth Avenue intersection, in front of the Coulee Dam Credit Union.  She stated not only is it hard to see pedestrians when a vehicle is traveling north around that corner, the street is extremely wide at that juncture.  She acknowledged it is a State Highway and wondered who is in charge of pedestrian crosswalks on state highways.  Police Chief Schreckengast explained pedestrians have the right of way once they step off the curb at a crosswalk.  Public Works Director Miller stated the City has control where crosswalks are located on State Highways within the City limits and it was mentioned there are alternative crosswalks located one block north and one block west of that intersection.


City Clerk Lobdell noted citizen Mary Henrie was in attendance and welcomed her back after a long hiatus.

City Administrator Malone reminded Council it had been mentioned in a previous meeting that the hard copy agenda and accompanying documentation provided to the Mayor, Council and City staff for each meeting may be costly in terms of paper, copies and time.  As a trial run, documents for the two ordinances on the agenda were not provided to Council in hard copy form, instead were being projected onto the screen in the room.  It was noted that three Councilmembers on one side of the room were unable to adequately see the screen, and if there are many more items on the agenda, it limits Council’s ability to view the various documents at their own pace. Mr. Malone stated he and City Clerk Lobdell had calculated the cost of printing and preparing an average forty page agenda packet for the seven Councilmembers to be $80 per year.  The documents are provided to the Mayor, City staff and the public regardless, and it doesn’t take much more effort to provide the packets to Council also.  After some discussion, the consensus from Council was to continue providing them with hard copies of the agenda and accompanying documentation. 

 Member Sackman congratulated City Administrator Malone on the sales tax revenue estimate he placed in the 2010 budget, noting the estimated revenue was exceeded in 2010.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM.


____________________________


______________________________

Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk



Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          January 4, 2011


