



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                   March 1, 2010


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Michael Foth


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief

Steve Clark 


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief
Lew Goebel

       
Craig Raymond, Building Official

Nattalie Cariker


Ralph Malone, City Administrator

Leanne Leifer


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
John Sackman



Dino DeCesari


CITIZEN COMMENTS:

When Mayor Gagne asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to speak to Council, Henry Rawson requested a few moments of their time.  Mr. Rawson introduced himself as the Omak Municipal Court Judge, and announced he plans to file for the District Court Judge position, to be vacated when current Judge Dave Edwards retires.  When asked if he will retain his position as Municipal Court Judge for Omak, Mr. Rawson confirmed he has not made a pre-disposition on that issue, is not sure whether there will be a conflict, and will wait to make that decision.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to approve the consent agenda, consisting of minutes from the February 16, 2010 meeting; claims checks numbered 583, 634-681, in the amount of $69,838.12; and February 2010 payroll checks numbered 512-633, in the amount of $233,882.38. As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and approved the motion. 
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORT:


Mayor Gagne reminded Councilmembers of the AWC Small Cities Roundup, scheduled in the Okanogan City Hall, March 3rd, from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM.  The Mayor also noted the US Census Kickoff event scheduled in the Performing Arts Center, Saturday, March 6th, from 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM.
NEW BUSINESS: 


Ordinance 1668 – 1st Reading – Amend 2010 Budget – Drug Enforcement Fund #111 


Police Chief Schreckengast explained that this ordinance is requested to amend the 2010 budget, allowing the purchase of wireless microphones that work in conjunction with the video taping system in the patrol cars.  Seven microphones were purchased in 2003, and two of them are inoperable.  These units are no longer available, and he would like to purchase three replacement microphones.  The City received $2781 in drug seizure funds in January, and he would like to use that money to purchase the equipment.  City Administrator Malone explained that the ordinance will place $2,500 in the capital equipment line item for this purchase, and the remaining amount into the beginning fund balance for the Drug Fund, increasing that amount to $316.91.  He noted that drug seizure monies are never anticipated but these are sufficient for the Chief’s purchase.

Resolution 19-2010 – Write-off Delinquent and Uncollectible Utility Bills

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to approve Resolution 19-2010.  City Clerk Lobdell told Council these were some very old accounts, dating back as far as 1998.  For reasons of expiration of the Statute of Limitations, bankruptcies, business closures, tax sales, and one residence that burned; they are all determined to be uncollectible.  Council noted their surprise at the low number of accounts to be written off.  After some discussion,  and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.


Resolution 20-2010 – Approve Two Seasonal Public Works Job Descriptions

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to approve Resolution 20-2010.  City Administrator Malone reminded Council that during the 2010 budget discussions, the Public Works department had chosen to not fill a vacant full-time position on the crew.  Public Works Director Miller requested Council allow him to hire three seasonal workers, from April through September, to complete many of the normal operational and maintenance functions in the parks, cemetery and other areas of public works.  One of the job descriptions attached to this resolution is for a labor position in the field and he would like to hire two persons in that capacity.  The second job description is for a part-time, clerical position for Public Works.  Mr. Malone noted this position would be responsible for data entry, work order and fleet maintenance records; reconciling the revenue collected at the RV Park and issuing receipts.  He added that these positions would receive $12.00 per hour with no health benefits, but do qualify for retirement contributions.  A lengthy discussion followed regarding the workload and duties of the clerical position; the need for developing a well-defined data base for tracking public works functions and GPS infrastructure records; and whether the clerical position would continue past the seasonal limits.  It was noted that there is only a paper trail now for the data base, and PWD Miller is developing an electronic program for data entry.  Member DeCesari noted the advantage of tracking parts and maintenance on the City equipment, adding it is common practice to develop these electronic records.  Member Leifer questioned why the clerical position was presented as seasonal, when it possibly should have been brought to Council as a position for six months at 8 hours a day. Mayor Gagne asked if Council wanted to leave the outside labor position as seasonal, and remove the seasonal limit on the clerical position.  Mr. Malone suggested Council accept the resolution as presented, and ask that Public Works Director Miller return to Council at a later time if anything changes.  Member Sackman, Chairman of the Personnel Committee, told Council they had reviewed the job descriptions and supported the resolution unanimously.  Member Goebel asked if there was going to be anyone in the capacity served by Mr. Lisenbey as an “ambassador” to the City in the RV Park.  Mr. Malone stated he did not expect that would happen. As there was no further discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion. 
OTHER BUSINESS: 

 Member DeCesari, Chairman of the Water Committee, told Council they had met with citizen Karen Kane, regarding excessive water use during the winter as a result of a leak in her water line.  He told Ms. Kane of the recently passed resolution, allowing a one time per property ownership reduction in the water bill.  The reduction in her bill would be $32.25.  He assured Council that the Committee had warned her that the City would not participate again in this reduction for as long as she owned the home.  Ms. Kane stated she felt comfortable enough with the repairs and replacements she had made to accept the reduction at this time.  Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to approve $32.25 reduction in Ms. Kane’s water utility bill.  As there were no more questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion.

Member Leifer, Chairman of the Police/Fire Committee, stated the Committee had met again regarding allowing archery practice in businesses and on private property, under certain safety conditions.  These changes had been submitted to Attorney Howe for his review, and will then be forwarded for Council review.  Member Leifer told Council the Committee decided not to make any changes to the original revisions to the livestock code.

City Administrator Malone told Council an audit had been done on the Cities Insurance Association of Washington (CIAW) reserves by the Office of Fiscal Management. They were found to not have sufficient reserves and were given instructions to make retroactive assessments to their members from the five year period of 2002-2006. He stated it is possible the City may see an insurance retroactive assessment of approximately $2,000 per year, in addition to our regular insurance premiums.  


As there was no further business, Council adjourned at 7.41 PM.

_______________________________

__________________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk


Cindy Gagne, Mayor
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