



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                   May 3, 2010


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Michael Foth


Craig Raymond, Building Official

Steve Clark 


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief
Lew Goebel

       
Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief

Nattalie Cariker


James Miller, Public Works Director

Leanne Leifer-absent

Ralph Malone, City Administrator
John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari



CITIZEN COMMENTS:

When Mayor Gagne asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to speak to Council, citizen Sue Romig asked to address them regarding the temporary permission granted for operation of the concession stand at the baseball field.  Mayor Gagne noted she would be called upon later in the meeting.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the April 19, 2010 meeting; claims checks numbered 1017-1098, in the amount of $254,192.10; and April 2010 payroll checks numbered 897, 898, 965-1016, in the amount of $249,056.06.  As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Ordinance 1669 – 2nd Reading – Amend 2010 Budget-Sewer Fund-for Phase 1 of Sewer Project

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Ordinance 1669.  City Administrator Malone stated this is a budget amendment to recognize sewer fund revenues from sewer utility rate increases and a Public Works Trust Fund Loan, that will assist in funding the Sewer Collection System Rehabilitation Project, as well as paying for engineering services in the design, planning and permitting portion of the Project.  After a few questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Okanogan County Tea Party Patriots Request to Reserve Civic League Park Bandshell


Mrs. Marian McClanahan, spokeswoman for the Okanogan County Tea Party Patriots, told Council they had asked to reserve the Civic League Park and Bandshell for a gathering of their group scheduled for Sunday, July 4th, with possibly 200-300 participants.  They were told that it is the City’s policy to require groups who request sole use of specific areas of a park (such as the bandshell) to provide liability insurance for the event.  Mrs. McClanahan asked Council for a waiver of that requirement as their group does not have the funds to secure the required insurance policy.  She referred to her organization as a “movement” rather than an “organization.”  City Administrator Malone reiterated the City’s policy, noting to Council that he did not feel he had the authority to waive the insurance requirement.  He added that he had checked into the cost for liability insurance for a gathering of this size, and it would be from $180 to $250 for about 100 people and no alcohol involved.  He noted that they could freely gather at Civic League Park on that date without reserving the facility, but if someone else does reserve it, providing the necessary insurance requirement, the Tea Party group would have to step aside.  After lengthy discussion, the consensus of Council was to not waive the required insurance coverage.  Mrs. McClanahan thanked Council for their consideration, adding there were other venues available to them and to watch for more information in the newspaper.
NEW BUSINESS: 


Requests for Park Reservations and Blanket Vendor Permits for Several Groups

Council had documentation for the following groups requesting park reservations and blanket vendor permits for their events:



Omak Stampede – Demolition Derby – June 18, 2010 – Eastside Park Triangle Park 



Friendly OK Car Club – May 7, 8, and 9, 2010 – East Side Park



Master Gardeners of Washington – May 15, 2010 – Civic League Park



Omak Kiwanis – Art in the Park – June 18-20, 2010 – Civic League Park


Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Goebel, to approve a blanket vendor permit for all listed groups during their specific events.  City Clerk Lobdell assured Council that all insurance liability requirements had been met by these organizations.  As there were no comments from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Ordinance 1672 – 1st Reading – Amend 2010 Current Expense Budget – Fire Department and





Public Works Requests


City Administrator Malone explained that the Omak Fire Department had originally planned to request funding to purchase new radios in the 2011 budget, as the Department must have narrow band radios in operation by January 2013.  Chief Bowling recently found out that these radios will not be available after January 2011.  He is requesting a capital outlay budget amendment in the amount of $5,400 to replace his equipment. The second funding request is from Public Works, to provide $4,530 in the Parks budget to allow Tim Pecha of NCW Land Surveying to provide GIS mapping for the whole of Eastside Park.  This would be extremely beneficial in mapping the elevations and current facilities, as well as a database for future growth in the park.  Mr. Malone noted these are all funding requests in the Current Expense Fund, and the beginning balance in 2010 for that fund is significantly higher than predicted, therefore, he supports these essential appropriations.  Member Goebel, on behalf of the Police/Fire Committee, and Member Cariker, on behalf of the Park Committee, both confirmed their Committees support these requests.

Ordinance 1673 – Amend Omak Municipal Code 2.68.010 – Hours of Operation for City Offices

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve Ordinance 1673.  City Administrator Malone reminded Council that the Records Clerk position, as of May 1st, will be down to 40% of the original hours as budgeted in 2010.  Retired Records Clerk Patty Helberg will return to work part-time in that position.  As a result of that, the Police Department will not have staff to cover the lunch hour every day if they are open 8-5, and the Chief has requested to operate the front office from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Omak Municipal Code 2.68.010 designated the hours of operation for all City offices, not just the City Hall, which is required by RCW.  It is not possible for the Fire Department to be open 8-5 because the Chief is always called out to fires and inspections. This ordinance amends that code to specify City Hall offices be open 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, five days per week, Monday through Friday, and gives the Mayor legal authority to adjust the operating hours of the other departments, and close City Hall for specific periods of time due to certain circumstances.  Mr. Malone cited the death of former Mayor Sparber as an example. It would have been appropriate for City Hall to be closed for an hour, allowing all City employees to attend his services.  Member Sackman, Chairman of the Personnel Committee, stated his Committee is in support of this ordinance.  As there were no questions from Council and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 32-2010 – Intergovernmental Agreement with Colville Tribes for Dance Pavilion


Member Cariker moved, seconded by Member Goebel, to approve Resolution 32-2010. City Administrator Malone told Council this is an agreement that will work for all parties involved. He stated that Ms. Pete Palmer, Land Use Coordinator for the Colville Confederated Tribes, was in the audience and could answer any questions from Council.  Mr. Malone said that originally the Tribes wanted the City to transfer title to the property in Eastside Park, on which the Dance Pavilion would be constructed.  The City made a counter proposal offering to hold title to the property but maintain the facility.  Citizen Vern Haase asked what would happen if the Tribe requested use of the Pavilion when it was already reserved by someone else.  Mr. Malone noted that, per this agreement, given at least 14 days notice, any function sponsored by the Colville Tribes would take precedence over all other requests, emphasizing the use would have to be a Tribal sponsored event, not just a request for use by a Tribal member for a private function.  After some discussion, and no further comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 34-2010 – Construction of Private Side Sewers for the Sewer Rehabilitation Project

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 34-2010.  Public Works Director Miller told Council that passage of this resolution is essential in funding the sewer project.  The City has to have a process in place to recover the costs of constructing private side sewers during the construction of new sewer collection main lines.  It is felt that once all the environmental reports are in place for this project, it is possible this resolution will not be acted upon and there will be funding available for private line replacement.  Member Goebel asked when the two-year period begins for homeowners to replace their own private side sewers, and what would happen if they refused to comply.  Mr. Miller stated once the project is completed in that location, the two years will begin; and one option for the City is to refuse water service, although that is an extreme no one wants to go to.  City Administrator Malone added it is imperative that there is no infiltration into the new sewer main from inadequate or poorly operating side sewer connections.  After further discussion, and with no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 35-2010 – Sole Source Purchase and Public Works Contract for Dewberry Street



Asphalt Patch – Granite Northwest


Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to approve Resolution 35-2010.  Public Works Director Miller told Council this contract will take care of patching East Dewberry Street, torn up last fall due to the sewer line break.  He added that the cost of $10,612 is half the amount he expected.  He noted that only 5% of this portion of Dewberry would be disturbed when the sewer project begins.  After some discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 36-2010 – Supplement to Addendum #1 and Addendum #2 for Highlands Contract

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 36-2010.  City Administrator Malone explained that the City had budgeted funds in planning to provide for Kurt Danison’s work on the draft Regional Shoreline Master Program from the County.  These addendums will pay for the work he is doing to write Omak specific language into the County’s plan, and to complete the review and public hearing process.  Building Official Raymond noted that staff is trying to get this document through the Planning Commission for recommendation to the Council. The City needs to have a resolution in place by the second Council in June that states, at the very least, Omak’s intent to adopt the draft plan before it is sent to the Department of Ecology.  As there was no further discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Fireworks Stand at Burger King Parking Lot – Jack Hughes

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Mr. Hughes’ request to operate a fireworks stand in the Burger King parking lot.  Fire Chief Bowling stated Mr. Hughes has always followed the City ordinance as well as meeting the necessary requirements.  As there were no questions from Council, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
CITIZEN COMMENTS:


Mayor Gagne called upon Sue Romig to address Council.  Ms. Romig, representing the Omak Youth Baseball League, reminded Council that their group had been given temporary permission to continue operating the concessions stand until it came back before Council at this meeting.  Member Foth moved to extend that permission at least until the end of May.  Member Cariker stated she understood the Park Board will be making a recommendation to City Council on this issue at their May 11th meeting.  Member Clark seconded Member Foth’s motion.  There was no further discussion or comments from the audience, and Council unanimously approved the motion.  Mayor Gagne asked if this would be on the next Council agenda, and City Administrator Malone stated he can present a resolution at the next meeting based upon the Park Board’s recommendation.
OTHER BUSINESS: 

 Member Clark, representing the County Solid Waste Advisory Committee, told Council the draft plan they received on the new solid waste plan is not what was expected and they will continue their review.  He noted that, at least for this year, the County will not be raising tipping fees at the landfill.


Fire Chief Bowling reminded Council the City did not get either of the grants requested for a new fire truck and for the Fire Hall remodel.  He has asked why Omak was not approved, and feels once he has that knowledge, he can adjust a new request to hopefully receive funds.  When he asked Council if they would like him to make another request for funding, they generally agreed that he should try again.


Public Works Director Miller told Council the Sewer Replacement Project is on target with the anticipated time line.  He met with the architect, staff and librarian regarding the library repairs project.  It turns out that the HVAC system may be more expensive to replace than anticipated and architects will review the options again.  He is trying to find a way to shorten the 6 week time period it is expected the Library will be closed during the project.  The City has submitted the application to Public Works Trust Fund to bring the Kenwood and Apple wells online.  Member Sackman commended the City and noted how fortunate Omak is to be financially stable enough to have the funds to plan and develop preliminary plans to get large projects to a “shovel ready” position.  He noted that most funding sources do not provide dollars for the initial planning stage of a project.  

Member Goebel stated he appreciates the efforts of Audit Committee members able to attend the meeting with the architect for the Library project, but asked that staff update those on the Committee who are unable to attend a daytime meeting.  He also noted that the Park Board minutes stated the letter had been sent to the Home Depot manager requesting donation of supplies in construction of the dog park, but that letter had not yet been submitted to Home Depot.


.


As there was no further business, Council adjourned at 8:00 PM.

_______________________________

__________________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk


Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          May 3, 2010


