



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                   May 17, 2010


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Michael Foth


Craig Raymond, Building Official

Steve Clark 


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief
Lew Goebel

       
Sean Isaac, Police Sergeant

Nattalie Cariker


James Miller, Public Works Director

Leanne Leifer


Ralph Malone, City Administrator
John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari






 


CONSENT AGENDA:

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the May 3, 2010 meeting and claims checks numbered 1101-1159, in the amount of $238,740.61. As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Ordinance 1672 – 2nd Reading – Amend 2010 Budget – Current Expense – Fire and Parks

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve Ordinance 1672.  As there were no questions or comments, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Park Board Recommendation on East Side Park High School Concession Stand Operation

Member Cariker, Chairman of the Park Committee, and a member of the Park Board, stated this issue had been discussed at the recent Park Board meeting.  The Board recommends that the players who are utilizing the field be allowed to have first choice in operating the concession stand; the equipment in the stand should be inventoried; all permanent equipment should be left there; and owners of removable or portable type equipment (hot dog rollers, crock pots, etc.) should remove it after each season of use.   City Administrator Malone further stated that the Board also suggested that if the group utilizing the field does not want to, or cannot operate the concessions, it should be offered to another baseball organization, to be worked out amongst themselves.  He added that the City will conduct a scheduling meeting in the spring of 2011, in which all groups utilizing any of the fields in the parks must submit their practice and game schedules.  He assured Council that City staff will develop a procedure for the use of the fields and operation of the concessions.  Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve the recommendations of the Park Board. With no further discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Mr. Malone told Council that the Board also reviewed some of the restrictive ordinances currently in the code book regarding park uses.  The code forbids loud speakers in the parks, which are obviously used on the ball fields and the Bandshell in Civic League Park.  The restrictions on vendors in the park was also discussed, and the Board felt it may be reasonable to allow some type of controlled vending, for the enjoyment of the sports enthusiasts as well as the pool and RV Park users.   

Ms. Romig asked if she will be allowed to operate the concession stand for the remainder the season.  Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to allow the Omak Youth Baseball League continued operation of the Ross McCormick Field concession stand for the remainder of the 2010 season. As there was no further discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
NEW BUSINESS: 


Mark Milner-Owner of North Cascades Athletic Club-Parking Issues at Oak Street Park

Mayor Gagne noted Mr. Milner was not in attendance.

Ordinance 1674 – 1st Reading – Amend 2010 Budget – Omak Library Renovations

City Administrator Malone said the City has been approved for a $135,000 ARRA funded energy efficiency grant from the Department of Commerce, for upgrades to the Omak Library.  The total project cost will be $235,400, and the City is required to provide a minimum of $100,000 in matching funds.  This ordinance transfers $99,000 from the Block Grant Fund for this project.  These funds are restricted for use in projects that benefit all members of the community, particularly those in the low to middle income levels.  It is appropriate to use these funds for the library renovations, and, with that revenue source, the project will only cost the City $1,400 in Current Expense funds.  Public Works Director Miller advised the Council that we are continuing to work with our architect on developing the specific building modifications.  They are working hard to control costs, but if there is a compelling justification, he may ask Council to consider some supplemental funding later in the project. 
            
Mark Milner-Owner of North Cascades Athletic Club-Parking Issues at Oak Street Park


Mr. Milner arrived and was asked to approach Council.  Mr. Milner told Council about parking issues near Oak Street Park when there are softball games scheduled.  He has property directly east of the park and has been allowing people to park there.  This is a problem because the parking area is a restricted fire lane and there should be no parking allowed.  He suggested that, since the City’s tennis courts in East Side Park are in such bad shape, and he has nearly two acres of property, he would offer that property to the City for parking in exchange for the City building new tennis courts there.  Council discussed insufficient parking anywhere else around the park, fire lane restrictions, and the prospect of moving those games to an East Side Park field. Member Clark moved that Mr. Milner allow the Park Board to address this situation. Member Cariker seconded the motion and invited Mr. Milner to the July 13th Park Board meeting.  After a few comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Approve Request to Call for Bids on Airport Taxiway and Airfield Improvements Project

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve commencement of the bidding process on the Omak Airport taxiway and airfield improvements project.  City Administrator Malone told Council the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has given the City approval to proceed with the airport project, in the amount of $750,000.  Omak has $450,000 in Non-Primary Entitlement (NPE) funds, and an additional $300,000 will be loaned to us from Oroville’s NPE funds.  He noted that in 2011 and 2012, we may be in a position to pay back those funds to Oroville from our allotment of $150,000 per year.  The City must provide 2.5% in matching funds, $18,750, and an additional 2.5% will come from the Department of Transportation Aviation Division. Member Goebel, Chairman of the Audit/Airport Committee, stated they support this request.  Mr. Malone noted that the FAA determined that a significant portion of the north/south taxiway located east of the existing hangars and along the property line, did not qualify for funding.  An Additive Alternative is provided in the bid if adjoining property owners and the City can come to an agreement for taxiway improvements.  As there was no further discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Request to Approve Fireworks Stand Permit – Swim Team

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve the Swim Team’s request to operate a fireworks stand in the Wal-Mart parking lot.  Fire Chief Bowling stated the group had complied with all requirements and he supports the request.  As there was no further discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.


Resolution 37-2010 – Addendum to Gray & Osborne Engineering Contract-Library Renovations

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Resolution 37-2010.  Public Works Director Miller told Council this addendum to the general engineering contract is to cover architectural fees for the design and bid documents on the library renovations.  As there was no further discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  
OTHER BUSINESS: 

 Public Works Director Miller told Council he had been working on the statement of work for the sewer project plan and asked if Council had any suggestions for a communication plan to get as much information out to the public as possible.  He stated we cannot request the funding from USDA until October.  Council discussed several avenues of communication through community and service groups, a town meeting, newspaper articles and newsletters.  It was suggested that even though we do not have all the answers yet to this project, it is important to give the residents any and all information we have now. We could demonstrate with the actual eroded recovered sewer lines.  After further discussion, Mr. Miller stated he would work with the engineers on an action plan to present at the next meeting.


City Administrator Malone requested a meeting with the Audit Committee to fulfill a requirement by the State Auditor in which the Committee understands and has reviewed the annual report for 2009 before he submits it.  

Member DeCesari commended Public Works Director Miller on the way he has handled the demands and expectations of this massive sewer project.

As there was no further business, Council adjourned at 8:06 PM.

_______________________________

__________________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk


Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          May 17, 2010


