



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                   June 7, 2010


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Michael Foth


Craig Raymond, Building Official

Steve Clark 


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief
Lew Goebel

       
Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief

Nattalie Cariker


James Miller, Public Works Director

Leanne Leifer


Ralph Malone, City Administrator
John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari






 


CONSENT AGENDA:

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the May 17, 2010 meeting; claims checks numbered 1214-1285, in the amount of $465,402.58; and May 2010 payroll checks numbered 1099, 1100, 1160-1213, in the amount of $240,824.69.  As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Ordinance 1674 – 2nd Reading – Amend 2010 Budget-ARRA, C.E. and Block Grant Funds for 




Library Project

Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Ordinance 1674.  City Administrator Malone reminded Council the City has been approved for $135,000 from the Department of Commerce for an energy efficiency and conservation grant in ARRA funds.  The City has provided matching funds of $99,000 through the Block Grant Fund and $1,400 from the Current Expense Fund.  He added that Council will see the first reading on another appropriating ordinance at this meeting for the library project to supplement the project. As there were no questions or comments, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
NEW BUSINESS: 


Dave Yarnell – Candidate for Okanogan County Sheriff

Mayor Gagne noted Mr. Yarnell was not in attendance.

Kurt Danison – Update on Shoreline Master Plan

Kurt Danison, contract planner for the City, told Council that in 2006, the draft Shoreline Master Plan began as a regional coordinated effort between the cities and the County, and since January of this year, the cities and towns have been working on specific needs for their jurisdictions.  Omak’s Shoreline Master Plan was last updated in 1991 and Mr. Danison has focused on updating Omak’s shoreline plans.  The Planning Commission has been reviewing the draft document for several months, and at their last meeting, June 2, 2010, they held a public hearing on the draft document, and recommended Council pass a resolution of intent to adopt the draft plan.  The draft will then be forwarded to the Department of Ecology (DOE) and several other State and Federal entities, for their evaluation.  Mr. Danison does not feel there will be any problems with the DOE review since they examined a first draft and their suggested changes have been incorporated into the current draft.  He did caution that the DOE has the power to rewrite any part of the document they choose.  By passing a resolution of intent to adopt the plan, Omak will be in compliance with the deadline of June 30, 2010, as imposed by the DOE.  

He noted that a cumulative impact analysis was done, and there is no net loss of shoreline function as a result of the revised plan.  There has been the creation of a buffer zone within the shoreline setbacks which amounts to one half the setback as a vegetation buffer and one half as a use buffer.  Some things can be done within the use buffer area but no structures can be built.  The commercial shoreline setback has been increased from 25 feet to 30 feet, and the residential setback has not changed from 50 feet. After some discussion regarding non-conforming uses, parcels and structures along the shoreline, Mr. Danison thanked Council for their time.
            
Resolution 38-2010 – Request County Adopt Land Use Compatibility Regulations for the Area 


Surrounding Omak Airport

Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 38-2010.  City Administrator Malone told Council that, although the City owns the property the airport is located on, the surrounding property is in the County. The City is concerned about the land uses allowed on this property and Okanogan County is currently updating their Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  It is crucial that the property surrounding the airport be regulated to encourage uses that are compatible with airport operations.  Funding agencies look for cities to defend against incompatible land uses on these properties. This resolution requests Okanogan County adopt the Land Use Practices, Principles and Policies for Lands Surrounding the Omak Municipal Airport, attached to the resolution, and the Airports and Compatible Land Use Guidebook, prepared by the WA State Dept. of Transportation Aviation Division.  They are designed to give the County clear guidelines for keeping the property surrounding the airport fully compatible with airport operations. After some discussion and a few comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Set June 21, 2010 for Two Public Hearings

Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to set June 21, 2010, 7:00 PM, for an open public hearing on the Six Year 2011-2016 Street Transportation Improvement Plan, and a closed hearing on the request from George Wilson for Comprehensive Plan Map and zoning map revisions.  City Administrator Malone suggested Council schedule the Six Year Street Plan public hearing first because it is open to public testimony, and the Wilson hearing is closed to any further testimony.  As there was no discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Ordinance 1675 – 1st Reading – Amend 2010 Budget-Equipment Rental Capital Purchase Fund -




Vactor Truck


City Administrator Malone told Council $250,000 had been put into the 2010 budget, estimating that would cover the cost of replacing the City’s 18 year old Vactor truck.  After investigating costs further, the price of a used truck is $300,000 to $320,000, but if the City uses State Purchasing, a new vehicle can be purchased within those amounts.  This ordinance would provide for an additional $60,000 to purchase a new vehicle. He assured Council he had calculated out the cost of the new vehicle in the Equipment Rental replacement schedule, and feels the purchase can be made and the fund will continue to be solvent far into the future.  He supports these additional funds noting the new vehicle will be used extensively during the Sewer Replacement Project.  When asked about leasing the new vehicle to other entities, Mr. Malone confirmed that is a viable practice and will be done with our own operator.  Member Goebel, Chairman of the Airport/Audit Committee, noted they had not come to a conclusion on this request.


Ordinance 1676 – 1st Reading – Amend 2010 Budget – Stampede Arena Redevelopment Fund - 




Grandstand Improvements


City Administrator Malone reminded Council there had been concerns expressed regarding the opening in the guard rail at the top of the two grandstands in the arena.  Staff has developed a plan to place steel cabling along the rail to fill the two foot gap, at a cost of approximately $6,000, and the public works crew will install it. The second part of this ordinance is to extend the handicap ramp on the south grandstand.  At an approximate cost of $3,000, this work will be contracted out.  Wheelchair accessibility to the ramp is hampered by a gravel entry way, and extending the landing with a cement slab will eliminate that problem.  Member Goebel stated the Airport/Audit Committee supports this ordinance.

Ordinance 1677 – 1st Reading – Amend 2010 Budget –Current Expense Fund for Library Project

 City Administrator Malone told Council that at the time Public Works Director Miller had initially approached Council with bid costs on the Library Upgrade Project, he did not have a complete set of bid documents.  Ordinance 1674, passed earlier in the meeting, represents the minimum amount of matching funds allowable on this project.  In refining the scope of work, and in order to accomplish the essential improvements to the Library, an additional matching amount of $28,600 is proposed out of the Current Expense Fund.  A handicap accessible restroom facility is necessary, and since that does not qualify as an energy efficient component, it requires matching funds from the City. This brings the City matching amount to $30,000, in addition to the $99,000 already available in the Block Grant Fund.  He added that there could be as much as a 10% decrease in the project cost depending upon how the bids come in.  It was noted that the new handicap restroom will be a unisex facility.  Member Goebel stated the Airport/Audit Committee basically supports this ordinance, but would like to see some of the costs lowered.  Public Works Director Miller said there were some costs reduced but the added weight necessary for structural support increased the cost again.

Ordinance 1678 – 1st Reading – Amend 2010 Budget –Sewer Fund-Cultural Resources Survey 






for Sewer Replacement Project


City Administrator Malone told Council the City had specifically asked Gray & Osborne not to include Cultural Resources survey costs in their scope of work and cost estimate for the Sewer Replacement Project.  The City will use the services of Plateau Archeological Investigations for this project, in the amount of $4,200. This will also save the administrative fee attached to direct charges on these types of sub-contracted services.
OTHER BUSINESS: 

 Council Committees:


Member Goebel, Chairman of the Airport/Audit Committee, reiterated their position for:  support of the grandstand repairs and the airport resolution for land use regulations with Okanogan County; possible approval for the additional Library costs; looking for more information regarding the Vactor truck purchase; and noted the Committee had reviewed the City’s 2009 Annual Report.  City Administrator Malone confirmed that the Airport/Audit Committee reviewed the 2009 Annual Report before it was submitted to the State Auditor’s office on May 26, 2010.  This year, the City will have a bi-annual audit of our financial operations for 2008-2009 at an estimated cost of $18,000 to $20,000.  We have already had a $7,000 single audit of 2008 because there was over $500,000 in federal funds expended that year from the Water Construction Fund.

Member DeCesari, Chairman of the Water/Sewer Committee, noted the engineering firm of Gray & Osborne had reviewed previously prepared plans for the Sewer Treatment Plant upgrade, and revised some of the scope of work.   Public Works Director Miller told Council it is good practice to have peer review of these projects, especially when a new engineering firm has been hired.  The City had requested $450,500 from the Public Works Trust Fund, (PWTF) and it was approved.  We have now been notified that the Department of Ecology has granted the City $450,000 for the sewer project.  With a revised scope of work costing $808,000, Mr. Miller feels now the project can be completed correctly.  Member DeCesari noted that the loan repayment schedule from the funding borrowed from PWTF was included in the increased sewer rate calculations.

Staff Reports:

Building Official Raymond told Council the Planning Commission will begin reviewing the livestock ordinance in July.


Public Works Director Miller confirmed that City mechanic Ken Little will retire at the end of June.  A public works crew employee will be moving into that position.  This opens up a full-time position and he will bring the job description to the Personnel Committee for approval, before advertising to fill the position.  He spoke of the success of the new RV Park collection process; the advantage of having the part-time employees freeing up the full-time employees for specialized jobs; the maps from the fly-over will be ready in two weeks and a successful training in sewer collection systems attended by Todd McDaniel and Wayne Beetchenow in Port Angeles, has Wayne eager to begin training on it.

City Administrator Malone told Council we had electronically submitted the 2009 Annual Report and received confirmation it had been accepted.


When Member Leifer asked about the progress on the Dance Pavilion, it was stated the construction is ongoing and all were invited to drive by to check it out.


Member Goebel thanked APWD McDaniel on his efforts at the RV Park recently.  He also acknowledged Building Official Raymond and Fire Chief Bowling’s work on the airport water issue.


Member Sackman told Council he was unable to attend the monthly transportation meetings in Wenatchee and invited another Councilmember to attend.  Member Leifer will be at the RTPO meeting.


As there was no further business, Council adjourned at 8:00 PM.

_______________________________

__________________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk


Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          June 7, 2010


