



OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                   July 19, 2010


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Michael Foth


Craig Raymond, Building Official

Steve Clark


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief


Lew Goebel


Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief
Nattalie Cariker

       
James Miller, Public Works Director

Leanne Leifer-absent

Ralph Malone, City Administrator

John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari



CONSENT AGENDA:

Mayor Gagne noted the minutes in the consent agenda would be for July 6, 2010, not July 19th, as listed on the agenda.  Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the July 6, 2010 meeting and claims checks numbered 1470-1520, in the amount of $151,276.57. As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
CORRESPONDENCE AND MAYOR’S REPORT:


Mayor Gagne noted there will be a discussion on fire sprinkler requirements for new residential construction in the Unfinished Business section of the agenda.  She listed several classes she attended at the AWC Annual Conference in June, and offered her notes or thumb drive to any Councilmembers interested in those discussions.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Ordinance 1679-2nd Reading-Amend 2010 Budget-Current Expense-Ironwood/Ross Canyon Park

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Ordinance 1679.  Member Cariker, Chairman of the Park Committee and a member of the Park Board, stated those groups support this ordinance.  As there was no further discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion unanimously.

Ordinance 1680-2nd Reading-Amend 2010 Budget-Hotel/Motel Fund-All School Reunion Request

Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Foth, to approve Ordinance 1680.  After some discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion unanimously.

Ordinance 1681-2nd Reading-Amend 2010 Budget-Sewer Fund-PWTF Loan Funds


Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Ordinance 1681.  After a short discussion, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and approved the motion unanimously.


Discussion Regarding Mandating Fire Sprinkler Systems in New Residential Construction


Fire Chief Bowling told Council it is his duty to promote the protection of life and property.  He feels obligated to try and convince them to mandate the inclusion of fire sprinkler systems in new residential construction.  He researched four nationally recognized insurance companies and found that they all provide a reduction in premiums from 5% to 20%, for homes with fire sprinkler systems installed.  In Douglas County, there are 335 homes in the Fancher Heights area and they are all required to have these systems installed.  The Douglas County Fire Marshall told him that no one decided not to build just because they were required to install the system.  He added that there is no greater risk for a properly installed fire sprinkler system to freeze than there is for the home’s water system to freeze.  He stated that 90% of the time, one sprinkler head releasing 13-20 gallons per minute, (gpm) will put out the fire, and it is safer for the firefighters.  In contrast, the fire hose nozzle releases 125 gpm.  Chief Bowling showed a short video which graphically demonstrated the advantage of an installed fire sprinkler system in a residential fire..  Council discussed many pros and cons on this issue. Building Official Raymond felt that the building codes in place now are producing well built structures and would like to see the sprinkler requirements optional.  Citizen Vern Haase stated the idea is good, but it should not be mandatory for new construction, in fact he feels the public should be educated on the advantages of a sprinkler system.  Member DeCesari suggested the City offer some kind of incentive to install these systems, and there was some discussion as to whether or not that would encourage citizens.  City Administrator Malone stated he will check with the County Assessor to see if there is any property tax relief with the system installed, but noted the City does have to get these amended building codes adopted now.  Mr. Raymond told Council he will bring an ordinance to the next meeting to adopt the amended building codes, leaving installation of a fire sprinkler system as an optional appendix.  He agrees that offering incentives to encourage their installation is a good direction to go.
NEW BUSINESS: 

Ordinance 1682-1st Reading-Amend 2010 Budget-Incorporate PWTF Loan, D.O.E. Grant and





Sewer Construction Funds into Sewer Fund for Plant Improvement

City Administrator Malone told Council he had met with the Water/Sewer Committee to review the purpose of this appropriating ordinance.  The amendment incorporates a Public Works Trust Fund loan and a Dept. of Ecology grant, the two funding sources in place to complete the Sewer Plant Improvement Project.

Ordinance 1683-1st Reading-Amend 2010 Budget-Airport Fund-FAA and D.O.T. Aviation Funding

City Administrator Malone explained this appropriating ordinance as recognizing the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and WSDOT Aviation Division grants to complete the design and construction of the airport improvement project.  

Resolution 46-2010-Approve Contract with Granite NW for Airport Improvement Project

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Resolution 46-2010.  City Administrator Malone told Council this is a contract for the airport project, contingent upon approval by the FAA.  The bid came in at $635,029.10, which is below the engineer’s estimate.  The Resolution authorizes Mayor Gagne to sign the FAA grant, the Construction Contract and the “Notice to Proceed”, once the FAA approval is received.  As there were no further questions and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.
OTHER BUSINESS: 

Council Committees:


Member Clark reported that the Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) is still working on updating the solid waste agreement for the landfill.

Member Cariker, told Council the Park Committee supports the three recommendations from the Park Board.  The Board has provided Letters of Transmittal recommending the City move forward on establishing a golf driving range on the old dump site, completing the Ironwood/Ross Canyon Park, and allowing conditional private vending in the parks.  (attached)  She added that they also feel the City should provide locking cabinets for the concession stands in the park. She suggested a fund could be established for donations from interested parties to assist in setting up the driving range.  There is an appropriating ordinance before Council at this meeting to fund the new park this year. Council discussed the need for and use of several of the small parks around town.  City Administrator Malone suggested the deeds for these small parks be reviewed to see if the property was given to the City for the expressed use as a park.


Mayor Gagne called for a decision from Council regarding amending the park use ordinance to allow conditional private vending. Member Clark moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to accept the Park Board’s recommendation to amend the park code to allow professional mobile food vendors in the City parks from June 1st through September 1st, from 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM, with the understanding the vendor must have the required permits for doing business, and allow non-profit food concessionaires to continue supporting youth events. As there was no further discussion or comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.  City Administrator Malone stated the draft ordinance will be brought before the Park Board and Park Committee for review.  

Mayor Gagne asked if Council wanted to make a decision on the remaining two Park Board recommendations.  Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member Foth, to place funding for the driving range and cabinets in the concession stand in the 2011 budget process.  After some discussion and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Member DeCesari, Chairman of the Water/Sewer Committee, confirmed they had reviewed Ordinance 1682.  He told Council of a citizen’s request that came before the Committee.  A local resident has her home up for sale and is moving to Oregon.  She wants to leave her water on but not pay the sewer bill because the water is on just to keep her lawn green.  There are no provisions in the City codes to accommodate this request, and in checking with six similar size cities, only one allowed this type of practice.  The Committee did not agree to the citizen’s request.  She was given the option to appear before the full Council to present her case, but chose not to.  


Staff Reports:

 Police Chief Schreckengast told Council there will be nine candidates interviewed on Tuesday by an Oral Review Board to find a patrol officer to fill the position vacated by Tyler King.  Attorney Howe has reviewed the employment contract signed by Mr. King when he was hired, and agrees it is a valid contract.  Chief Schreckengast has totaled up the City’s costs in training Mr. King and passed the information to the Personnel Committee.  City Administrator Malone has agreed to draft a letter that will go to Mr. King, along with the total he must reimburse the City.

Public Works Director Miller told Council he had ordered the Vactor truck at a cost of $309,000, and expects a mid-October delivery. He noted that one of the questions in the USDA application for the Sewer Collection System Renovation project centers on whether the City will be able to maintain the new sewer system once it is in place.  He would like to certify two employees in sewer collection systems.  He noted the cabling system has been installed at the top of the arena grandstands.

City Administrator Malone told Council the State Auditors are planning to be here the last week of July, for three weeks.  Omak is scheduled for a single audit because of Federal revenues received, and the normal rotation of a biennial audit.  He added there are some scheduling issues for key people being here the first week in August, but he will work it out.


Member Goebel stated he is pleased to see that the carpet donation from Home Depot will be utilized during the library energy renovations.  He added that the possibility of a dog park in East Side Park is still moving forward.


Member Sackman stated he had attended the transportation meetings in Wenatchee.  He told Council a company in Oroville is building a $4 million canola processing plant and a hotel is planned on Lake Osoyoos that is slated as “green” in construction material.  The building will be constructed in Oregon in pre-fab components.

City Administrator Malone spoke of the continuing effort to bring Omak’s need for a Central Avenue Bridge replacement to the forefront, and even the City of Pateros supports the project by naming that bridge replacement as their number one priority.  


As there was no further business, Council adjourned at 8:20 PM.

_______________________________

__________________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk


Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          July 19, 2010


