

OMAK CITY COUNCIL
 MEETING MINUTES




                   April 5, 2010


     



CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Gagne called the regular meeting of the Omak City Council to order at 7:00 PM and everyone joined in the flag salute.

COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT:

Michael Foth


Craig Raymond, Building Official

Steve Clark 


Kevin Bowling, Fire Chief
Lew Goebel

       
Larry Schreckengast, Police Chief

Nattalie Cariker


James Miller, Public Works Director

Leanne Leifer


Ralph Malone, City Administrator
John Sackman


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk
Dino DeCesari



CITIZEN COMMENTS:

When Mayor Gagne asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to speak to Council, citizen Sue Romig asked to address them regarding the Omak Youth Baseball and operation of the concession stands.  Mayor Gagne assured her she would be called upon later in the meeting.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to approve the consent agenda consisting of minutes from the March 15, 2010 meeting; claims checks numbered 821-896, in the amount of $195,168.03; and March 2010 payroll checks numbered 682, 683, 771-820, in the amount of $246,519.29.  Claim check #770 was used as a replacement check for #346, dated January 19, 2010, and documented as lost. As there were no questions from Council or the audience, Council voted and approved the motion. 
MAYOR’S CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORT:


Mayor Gagne read a proclamation declaring April 30, 2010 as “Arbor Day” in Omak and noted there would be a tree planting ceremony at 1:00 PM in Dalton/Klessig Park.
PUBLIC HEARING:

Petition for Street Vacation – ARSH, LLC-Ross Canyon Road and Riverside Drive

Mayor Gagne announced the petitioner had requested the hearing be cancelled.


Community Development and Housing Needs – Availability of Funds through CDBG


Mayor Gagne opened the hearing at 7:03 PM.  The purpose of the hearing is to review community development and housing needs, inform citizens of the availability of funds and eligible use of the state Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, and receive public comments on proposed activities. Morie Block, an engineer from Gray & Osborne, (G&O) told Council the City is preparing to request up to $35,000 from CDBG for planning funds to development the Comprehensive Sewer Plan.  Dave Ellis, also of G&O, noted there are documents available to Council and at a back table for the audience, with information on the different funding available from CDBG. As there were no questions or comments from either the Council or audience, Mayor Gagne closed the hearing at 7:05 PM.
NEW BUSINESS: 


Ordinance 1670 – 1st Reading – kAmend 2010 Budget – Airport Fund-Additional FAA Funds

City Administrator Malone told Council the City was allowed an increase in the FAA grant award for the airport improvements.  The original FAA funding was $252,000, and it has been increased to $270,000, covering the full scope of work as determine by USKH.  He anticipates receiving the funds later in 2010. He noted that the Dept of Transportation Aviation Division, who participate in 2.5% of the funding, will not be amending their initial funding level, but the City could apply later for an increase.  Member Sackman mentioned it seemed like the City had been talking about airport improvements for a long time.  Public Works Director explained that the City has a long-range layout plan for the next five years, and each year the FAA sets aside $150,000 for these improvements.  When enough is accumulated to proceed with a project, a construction plan is set into motion.


Ordinance 1671 – 1st Reading – Amend 2010 Budget – Street Fund – Projects Completed 

City Administrator Malone told Council the Ross Canyon and Okoma Drive Sidewalk Projects have been closed out, and accepted as complete by the Transportation Improvement Board and the Department of Transportation. (on behalf of the federal ARRA funds)  After the final costs were reviewed, additional funds were approved and made available to the City.  He noted he was pleased to report to Council that, because of the ARRA funds on the Okoma Drive Project, the sidewalk project was completed at a cost of less that $15,000 to the City.  The federal ARRA funds substituted much of the City’s costs.


Resolution 22-2010 – Authorizing a Community Development Block Grant Application


Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Sackman, to approve Resolution 22-2010.  City Administrator Malone stated this resolution is a necessary part of submitting the CDBG grant application to the Department of Commerce to fund the planning costs for updating the Sewer Comprehensive Plan.  As there were no questions from Council, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 24-2010 – Adopt a Grievance Procedure for Citizen Complaints on Council Action


Member Foth moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 24-2010.  City Administrator Malone told Council this is another necessary step in the grant application process, providing a policy for the public to register a grievance based upon Council action.  As there were no questions from Council, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 25-2010 – Amended Irrigation Easement for Aston Irrigation Association


Member Sackman moved, seconded by Member DeCesari, to approve Resolution 25-2010.  City Administrator Malone explained that the City has granted an easement to the Aston Irrigation Association on the east end of what is referred to as the “Old Dump Site’ for the maintenance of their irrigation pumping system.  The Association has requested an amendment to the easement so they can fence off public access to their equipment.  The initial easement stated the City could purchase water from the Association, and the Department of Ecology has since adjudicated the use of the irrigation system, allocating specific amounts of water that each parcel within the Association can use.  Because of the change in water allocation, Mr. Malone stated he removed that portion allowing City use of the water from the amended easement.  After some discussion regarding the City’s water rights, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 26-2010–Amend Water Comprehensive Plan Scope of Work – Apple and Kenwood



Wells


Member DeCesari moved, seconded by Member Cariker, to approve Resolution 26-2010.  City Administrator Malone stated the City’s engineers, Gray & Osborne, provide basic engineering services.  When specific tasks are defined, an additional scope of work is developed and brought to Council for approval.  In this case, the additional engineering services will involve bringing the Apple and Kenwood wells on line.  As there were no questions from Council, and no comments from the audience, Council voted and unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution 27-2010 – 2010-2011 Stampede Memorandum of Agreement


Member Leifer moved, seconded by Member Clark, to approve Resolution 27-2010.  City Administrator Malone reminded Council that the City had always had a year to year MOA with the Omak Stampede, Inc., and the various Colville Tribal Committees for the operation of the rodeo in August.  This year, all parties felt it was a good time to develop a two year agreement.  He added that the length of the MOA is the only change in the document from last year.  Member Sackman asked if this agreement includes arrangements for the Tribal dance pavilion planned for the park.  Mr. Malone stated that there are provisions in the MOA regarding the Encampment area, but the planned construction of the pavilion is being handled with a separate agreement.  That draft document is currently being reviewed will be brought to Council in the near future.  He added that constructing the pavilion would certainly benefit the time and troble the Tribe goes to in setting up the encampment and dance area for the rodeo.


Resolution 28-2010 – Hanger Lease for Michael Howe 


Member Goebel moved, seconded by Member Leifer, to approve Resolution 28-2010.  City Administrator Malone stated Mr. Howe is seeking approval to construct a hangar at the Omak Municipal Airport, and knowing there is no water available for fire protection, is willing to sign a hold harmless agreement in case his building is involved in a fire.  He added that the Airport Committee had reviewed this proposal, which he feels keeps the City’s liability manageable. Member Goebel, Chairman of the Airport Committee, stated that the Committee as a whole agreed to the proposal.  Member Clark stated he is having a hard time with this issue because the building is being constructed now and the resolution has not yet been approved by Council.  Member Foth wondered if the City is setting a precedent to allow someone to construct a hanger and then come to the City for permission.
OTHER BUSINESS: 

 Member DeCesari, Chairman of the Water Committee, told Council the City is in Phase I with the sewer project, and he will keep them updated as the project moves along. 

He stated that, after meeting with staff and engineers, it was determined that the City can no longer afford to produce the Class A biosolid product at the Sewer Treatment Plant for sales to the public.  Public Works Director Miller told Council it costs the City $67 per yard to produce the Class A biosolid product sold to the public for $10 per yard.  This represents a loss of $33,000 per year in the sewer fund.  The City has documented approval to disburse the Class B type compost on the Vejraska property outside the City, covered by a layer of the Class A product to keep the odor down.  The composting bins will still be used to produce enough Class A product for that use.  Member DeCesari added that, considering the immense sewer project at hand, it makes no sense to place any further financial burden on the Sewer Fund to produce the Class A biosolids for sales to the public.  

Member DeCesari stated the City has applied for financing to get the Apple and Kenwood wells on line.  Mr. Miller added that it is necessary for the City to secure wells that will produce at least 3,000 gallons per minute on the west side of town.  City Administrator Malone is reviewing the impact on water rates with the new financing. There are plans to put the Kenwood Well on full status, taking it out of emergency status and placing that designation on the Okoma Drive Well.  Mr. Miller added that the current Water Comprehensive Plan must be amended by June 1st of this year.

Member Cariker, Chairman of the Park Committee, reported they had met to discuss the Dalton/Klessig Park, noting there are plans to place lights in the park and the Tree Board is assisting in the project.  Member Goebel, also on the Park Committee, stated he had concerns that there will no longer be an “ambassador” at the RV Park during the park season.  His first thought was to place a camp host on one of the sites to greet visitors, but then felt that possibly there should be signs posted at the park to draw campers to the Visitor Information Center.  He’s not sure which would work, but feels there should be a balance between the two.  Member Sackman stated that representatives of the Visitor’s Center have told him they felt the park should have been open several weeks earlier this year.  Due to the warm weather, it is felt the City lost quite a bit of revenue even without the water and sewer connections, which were not available until today.  Public Works Director Miller told Council that he feels from this season forward, his crew will be able to open the park earlier.


Fire Chief Bowling stated he had upgraded the ceiling lights in the Fire Hall meeting and weight rooms and the City will receive approximately $800 as a rebate from the P.U.D. because of the energy efficient lighting used.  When asked about the new fire truck, Chief Bowling stated the City hasn’t been told no yet.

Police Chief Schreckengast thanked Council for their input and discussion on the livestock ordinance.


Member Goebel asked Public Works Director Miller if he could get him the cost savings on snow removal this past winter.  Member Goebel asked about the status of the library project.  Mr. Miller stated he is waiting for a scope of work from the engineers and he feels the project will go smoothly.  He has the timeline developed to monitor the project and he and Building Official Raymond will manage the project.  He has sent the construction contract to Attorney Howe for his review and will be going out for bids soon.

City Administrator Malone thanked Attorney Howe for catching the error on the street vacation petition.  He told Council he had received a request from the Aston Irrigation Association to modify the right of way across the City’s property at the eastern edge of what is known as the “Old Dump Site” along River Road.   He feels the request is reasonable and would like to have a meeting with the Park Committee to discuss it.  The group would like to fence and gate the easement to prevent further vandalism to their pumps.


Member Goebel asked if there had been any progress on the safety fencing at the top of the new grandstands.  He was told that had not been pursued yet.

Member Sackman told Council of the RTPO and EDD meetings he had recently attended in Chelan.  He told them about an EDD webinar presentation scheduled for March 18th, from 7:30 AM to 9:00 AM.  The RC&D will hold a program in the Conservation District south of Okanogan on March 23rd, from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM to share their plans for the next five years.  He will get the information documents to the Clerk for disbursement to Council. Member Sackman asked for Council direction on what he should do with the information he gathers at these monthly meetings.


As there was no further business, Council adjourned at 8:20 PM.

_______________________________

__________________________________


Kathy Lobdell, City Clerk


Cindy Gagne, Mayor


                                                                          April 5, 2010


