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The sewer replacement project is moving ahead with more planning in place. The City Public Works   Director (Jim Miller) is working closely with the Governor’s Office of Regulatory Assistance (ORA). OR has assembled a team from the Department of Ecology, Public Works Trust Fund, Community Development Block Grant, Highlands Associates, Gray and Osborne, and the Omak City Staff. The team is helping Omak to develop a funding strategy that addresses the imminent threat of failure and the least total cost to the citizens of Omak. The scope of work includes all of the City’s concrete pipe, side sewers to the right-of-way, and the “private” side sewers to the citizen’s house. Options will be provided for each citizen’s side sewer replacement. 


      Trenchless technologies will be utilized where feasible. New sewers will utilize traditional “cut-and-cover” methods. Ninety-eight percent of Omak’s sewers are concrete pipe. A camera survey of the entire City’s sewer system has identified that the concrete pipe is 20-30 years past its useful lifecycle. Additionally, some repairs to poorly constructed PVC lines must also be addressed. 


      The most probable funding source for the sewer project is the USDA Rural Development Federal Agency (RD). RD can provide a 3.5% interest rate for a term of 40 years for the entire project. The total cost of the project is estimated to be $20.9 million dollars at current prices. A percentage of loan forgiveness or “grants” can be expected but are not a certainty. Of all of the funding sources, RD appears to be the most likely and the most cost effective according to a financial analysis performed by Public Works Director Miller in conjunction with Gray and Osborne Inc. RD has ARRA funds available from the current fiscal year. Omak, to be eligible for these funds, must submit an application before September 30, 2010. Actions are being taken to ensure that the application requirements are met. 


      The next most likely source of funding is the Public Works Trust Fund (PWTF). The PWTF, if funded in the next annual state budget, can provide up to $10M at a 0.05% interest rate with a term of 30 years. Omak qualifies as a “distressed” community because 55.6% of the population is below the LMI census index maintained by HUD. The application must be submitted by May 5, 2010 for Omak to be eligible. Actions are being taken to ensure that the application requirements are met. However, the funding source is competitive. The funding amount, if at all, is uncertain. 


      Another source of potential funds is the Washington State Department of Commerce: Community Development Block Grants (CDBG). CDBG Planning Only grant applications were available March 1st. The City has applied for this planning grant to help prepare the National Environmental Protection Agency (NEPA) report for the project. 


      CDBG General Purpose Grant applications will be available by September - October 2010 and due toward the end of January 2011.  CDBG is anticipating another $13M on a statewide, competitive basis.  Up to $1M is available for projects under $10M or $1.5M if project will be over $10M.  Applications are rated based on Need, Capacity, Readiness and Results (25 points each) and a combined score of at least 65 points must be obtained in order to be considered. CDBG can also fund side sewers for low and-moderate income households in the community. 


     In total, Omak will seek, in 2010 dollars and current commodity and labor prices, approximately $20.9M for the project. It must be known by all citizens that the current sewer rates will not support the amount of debt needed to rebuild the sewers---they “must” be raised to a “threshold” to which grants are provided and/or debt is forgiven. The primary funding agency (USDA RD) “will not” disclose this “threshold amount” until the project is “submitted” and “accepted.” Therefore, the rates cannot be determined until this happens. The city staff “estimates” that this “threshold” is in the range of $55-$60/month. As this is bad news to an economically struggling community, a community City Hall meeting will be scheduled for citizens to voice their concerns.  Public Works Director Miller will organize this meeting—providing time and dates. He is willing to meet with any citizens or business group to explain the project, the strategy, and the timeline. Please contact Jim by email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jimm@omakcity.com" �jimm@omakcity.com�. 


The Sewer Replacement Project will be divided into five phases: 1) East Dewberry 2) Dewberry to the Sewer Treatment Plant 3) South City Laterals 4) East City laterals 5) North City Laterals. The timeline is ambitious. It is the goal of the City to perform this work over the next 3-5 years. This will mean that as each phase is being constructed, disruptions to the streets, sewer services, and traffic impacts will occur. Every effort will be taken to notify each citizen of the potential impacts prior to there occurrences. However, construction is by its nature unpredictable. As the City has little or no choice whether to replace the sewers, each citizen is asked to be tolerant of the situation. Safety for all citizens and contractors is of the highest importance, and will be considered at all times. 























Omak Sewer Replacement Update 


By Jim Miller, Public Works Director








CITY HALL WILL BE CLOSED MAY 31 IN OBSERVANCE OF MEMORIAL DAY








Starting June 10, drivers need to use a headset if they’re talking on a cell phone.  Police can immediately stop someone for texting or talking without a headset. The fine is $124.   Some advice to the driver:  “no more texting while touring through traffic”. 	


The new law (Senate Bill 6345) exempts transit and emergency vehicle personnel, as well as anyone who is text messaging or calling and not using a headset to report illegal activity or summon emergency help. People using a hearing aid or operating a tow truck are also exempt.


 A citation won’t become part of a driver’s record and dialing a phone is not considered text messaging. For drivers under 18 years old: it outlaws any cell phone use—even with a headset—by a driver with a learner’s permit or an intermediate license.


 The law makes it a primary offense to hold a cell phone to your ear while driving, or reading, writing or sending text messages.


 This law is a public safety issue and is an effort to curb distracted drivers.


 If you have questions, please call the Omak Police Dept. at 826-0383 






























































CALENDAR OF EVENTS





	NEW OFFICE HOURS FOR OMAK POLICE DEPT


STARTING MONDAY, MAY 3RD


FROM 8 AM TO 4 PM — MONDAY THRU FRIDAY





MASTER GARDNERS PLANT SALE


SATURDAY, MAY 15, FROM 8 TO 2 IN CIVIC LEAGUE PARK





FRIENDLY OK CAR CLUB SHOW AND SWAP MEET


MAY 7, 8, 9 IN EASTSIDE PARK


				





OKANOGAN COUNTY HOSTS 2010 JOB FAIR


     In partnership with the Colville Confederated Tribes and the Economic Alliance, WorkSource Okanogan County is sponsoring a Job Fair on Tuesday, May 4, 2010 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.   Participants can meet with employers, network, and apply for jobs at this free community event.  


     The Job Fair is open to the public, and veterans are encouraged to attend.


      It will be held at the Omak Community Center in East Omak (601 East Benton Street).  For more information, call WorkSource at 509-826-7310 or email radams@esd.wa.gov











Cell Phone Use While Driving











